


WE are surely living in the final
hours of the history of this
world. Evidence shows that we

arc living in the very end of time. The
apostasy we now face in our beloved
Seventh-day Adventist Church is even
morc convincing. The prophet of the Lord
for our last generation prophesied that the
s;jITIC conditions thai existed in the church
in Christ's day would be repeated in our
day. Read the mcs.'iligc God gave liS:

•. We want to understand the time in
which we live. We do not half understand it.
We do not half take it in. My heart trembles
in me when I think of what a foc we have to
mcct, and how poorly we arc prepared to
mlX:t him. The trials of the children of
Israel, and their attitude jtN before the first
coming of Chri.st, have been presented
before me again and again 10 illustrate lhe
position of the people of God in their
experience before the second coming of
Christ-how the enemy sought every occa-
sion to take control of the minds of the
Jews, and today hc is seeking to blind the
minds ofGcxrs servants, that they may not
be able to disccl1l th0 precious truth,"
Selected Messages, book 1,406,

Thi:-; 11l0ans that the s(:tme apostasy that
the church experienced in Christ's day
would come again to the church before the
coming of our Lord. This also l11l::ans thilt
we would Iwvc some of the same types of
leaders, pastors. and laymen tiwi they did
in Christ's day. At the tum of this century
the church was faced with the Alph(l of
apostasy. Many of the kaders .md pa",tors
;It thm time were confused conccming Dr.
John Kellogg's pamhcblic ideas which he
expressed in his book 711e Livillg Temple.
Some were hlinded to the catastrophic
effect that pantheistic theology would
have on our sanctuary message. Many
could nOl comprehend how Kellogg's
pantheistic ideas would effect the three
angels' messages.
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The Sabbath as the great test to God's
people, the preaching of Revelation 14:9-
I I, the mark of the beast, and the plan of
salvation in justification and s.mctifica-
tion would be forced into the evangelical
mold, In her vision of the iceberg (found
in Selected Messages, book I, 205-206),
the last-day prophet, Ellen White, was
shown what would happen to Adventism,
if the church accepted thc Alpha of apos-
tasy. Praise God, most of the leaders and
pastors lined up behind the prophet, and
the Alpha of apostasy was defeated. But
God also told hor what would have hap-
pened if leaders did not continue to
stand with His prophet:

.. The enemy of souls has sought to
bring in the that a great refor-
mation W,IS to take place <lmong Scvcnth-
day Adventists, and that this reformation
would consist in giving up the doctrines
which stand as the pillars of our faith, and
engaging in a procc."i.<; of reorganization.
Were this refonnation to take place, what
would result? 111c pnnciplc.'i of truth that
God in His wisdom hilS given 10 the rem-
nant church, would be discarded. Our relig-
ion would be changL-d. The fundamental
principles that have sustained the work for
the li1St fifty years would be accounted a'\
error. A new organization would be estab-
lished. Books of a new order would be
wrilten. A system of intellectual philosophy
would be introduced. The founder., of this
systcm would go into the citk.'S, and do a
wonderful work. Sabbath. of course,
would be lightly regarded. as also the GcxI
who created it. Nothing would be allowed
to stand in the way of the new movement.
The leaders would teach that viT111e is bettcr
than vice, but God being removed, they
would place their dependence on human
JX)\\cr, which. without God, is worthless.
Their foundation would be built on the
sand, and stann and tempest would s\veep
away thc structurc." Ibid.,2Q.l-205.

But she was also shown that the
Omega of apostasy would be of a most
startling nature:

.. Be not deceived; many will depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrint:s of We have

now before tiS the Alpha of this danger.
The Omega will be of a most startling
nature." Ibid., 197.

What could be morc startling in this
final hour of the church's probation, than
that many leaders, pastors, and laymen do
not know the difference between truth and
error? We know we arc living in the final
hours of this world's history. Our experi-
ence is overwhelming as we stand now at
the very end of all things. We can expect
the Omcga of apostasy to be among us. In
the Omega of apostasy there will be an
attcmpt to change thc theology of the
church, and an altcmpt to change the
doctrines-the pillars of our faith. A new
organization will be fanned. TI1C holy
Sabbath will be lightly regarded in its
relationship to Isaiah 58: 13-14. We can
also expect that in this final apostasy,
some of the leaders will depend 011 human
power rather than on the directions God
gave through the Spirit of Prophecy. Sec
Ibid., 48. But God will swcep this apostate
structure away-God will lake the reins
into His own hands-and God's faithful
and obedient leaders, pastors, and laity
will then be surprised at the simple way
God will perfect His work in righteous-
ness, which will then destroy the core of
the Omega of apostasy:

.. Unles." those who can help in -- arc
aroused to a sense of their duty, they will
not recognize the work of God when the
loud cry of the third angel shall be heard.
When light goes forth to lighten the carol,
instead of coming lip to the help of the
Lord, they will want 10 bind about His work
to meet their narrow ideas. Let me tell you
that the Lord will work in this last work in
a manner very much out of the common
order of things, and in a way that will be
contrary to any human planning.... TIle
workers will be surprised by the simple
means that He will usc to bring about and
perfect His work of rightcousness:" TesTi M

monies TO MiniSTers, 300.
We have our Bibles and the Gift of

Prophecy to guide us-to warn and teach
us. Let us listen before it is too late.

Ron Spear, EDITOR



Table of Contents

It is the miSSion of Hope Intcma-
tional and the editors of Our Firm
Foundation to clearly present Christ
and His truth. The days that yet
remain of this world are few, and
what we do we must do quickly. We
must boldly proclaim the historic
truths of Advl:lltism that phlcl: us on
so finn a foundation in the midst of
Ihis troubled world.-EoIToRs

Vol. 10. No. II

Articles

No\'clllblo:r 1995

Edilor-Ron Spear
Editor-;-Bob Cl:lr'"

Floyd. Beth Prt:Slon
Jeff Pippeng..:r. VeOioll Spark..... Harv..:)

Jeff Wehr
Production Steck
Contributing Edilors- Colin Slandi:-h.
Russell Stalldish

Art-Bah Bresnahan
Circul:ltion-AI:m

To SUBSCRIBE:

PrTcl-::' for the allnual Mlb:scriplion arc li:-lL'ti
below. W..: h:l.\c kepi as 10\\ :L'"
OUI if your cannot llIccl the rcqlle:-tcd
amoullt.just send you C:IIl. We want
lhi:- material aV:lilablc to all. rcg:m:lks.... uf per-
SOIl;I! finance:>. If you wish 10 a donation
to :'s.... ist in pro\'iding fur
whose flln(l" llIay bc limited. l>cnd your gift
nl:lr"'ccl "Sub:-cription AR<;islancc" to thc ad·

below. Yourdonalion i::; tux deductihlc.

United SlalCS US $16.50
Canada ;llId Mexicu US

(!oourfuci,; muil) US $26.50
Inquire for air

Audio l>ub:o.criptiol1 (2 ... per month):
US per year. fmcign ...
pka.o;c inquin: n'gatdint: por..l;lgC.

To Stand Alone Harry Knopper 4
Arc we to stand alone when the big test comes?

The Way, the Truth, and the Life, Part 2 Ellen G. White 6
Assurance in Christ

General Counsels on Orcs!) Vernon Sparks 8
Preserving a healthy body for the glory or God

A Lesson in Health Reform Elleu G. White 12
.. Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory ofGod"

Sligo Church "Ordains" Womeu Pastors Colin Standish 14
Standing for principle? Or is it rltbcllion?

The Symhol of Righteousness Taylor Buuch 16
The £wllus in Type and AlIlit)'pe, part II

The Last Great Step Jim Hohnbergcr 20
Have we learned how to walk with God as did Enoch?

Retlcctions ou the 56th General Conference Sessiou, Part 2 Colin Standish 24
The world church grapples wilh momentous issues

The Spiril of Prophecy and Ihe Last Generalion David Lin 28
Essential guidance for the remnant church

Hope Inti,;Tll:lliOl1al may he oh-
!:lined frOll! till' following sourccs:

Intcnllltiollul
P.O. Box 940
E:ltollvillc. WA 98328
USA (360) 832-6602
Monday-Thun>ctay 9:00-5:30
Friday 9:00-12:00 P;lcillc TilllC
E·Mail: 1I0PEl.IT Ii• AOL<'O',l

Departments

Editorial. ..

Lessons Fr'om I'a."it Experiences ..

2

27

Letters 23

HI'JIC 111Il'm;t1innJI-LK
Old Rcclt)l)
G;17ck). Nl'"
SufJ<Jlk CBS SRB
England

Advcnl l:J)' Action
21 Talllworth St" I\nl1crky 4 t03
Auslrali;,.07·8..R·942R

AllIa/ing Tnllil AU'M:,li"
Privale M"il B,ag

Vi..:tnri;l .\779
Au:-tr:llia. Ph; nj}

Uopc InlcmalilllMI-NZ
P,O. Oc\'I: 1...8
Rangklr:l. South hlJl1ll
Nl.'w ZealJnd. 64-3-3138908

Copyright © 1995
Hope International

lnvitation to Writers

We are accepling article-length (1500-4000 words) manuscripts for publica-
tion in Our Firm FOUI/datioll. We CannOl give consideration 10 longer submis.'iions.
Whenevcr possible, we ask that manuscripts be submitted eithcr on or 5j-inch
tloppy disk in IBM fomlat or n"ally typed and double-spaced. Address all correspon-
dence to Edilors, Ollr Firm FOllndotion, P.O. Box 940, Eatonville. WA 98328.

Shipping Information: For all in lhi:- public'llion (unles.':i otherwise noted):

Please add 10% of your tOletl order for shipping plus 52.00 for handling.
For dc..o;;tinalions outside the US, please add 15% of your total plus $2.00 ror handling.
Washington residents please add 7.6% sales lax. All prices arc. in U.S. dollars.

1995 Ollr Firm FO/Illdulioll 3



Harry Kllopper, a physician, writes from
Pasco, Washington.

Arc you and I now mak;ng the neces-
sary preparation SO thaI we will be able to
stand alone when the big test comes? Are
we gaining victory over even the little daily
temptations, resisting the banana split, not
yelling at our children. having patience
with our spouses? "To stand in defense of
truth and righteousness when the majority
forsake us, to fight the battles of ti,e Lord
when champions are few-this will be our
test." Testimonies, vol. 5, 136.

Can you even begin to comprehend
what this statement is saying? Our final
big test will be to stand alone. Does your
mind even dare to imagine what it will be
like when fellow professed Adventists.
pastors, leaders. maybe evcn family mem-
bers, betray you inlo the hands of the
church and civil authorilies because of
your stand for rightcousness and truth?

,. As the stann approaches. a large
class who have professed faith in the Illird
angers message, but have not been sancti-
fied through obedience to the truth, aban-
don their position and join the ranks of the
opposition. By uniting with the world and
partaking of its spirit, they have corne to
view matters in nearly thc samc light; and
when the tcst is brought, they arc preparcd
to choose the easy, popular side. Men of
talcnt and address, who once
rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers
to deceive and mislead souls. They be-
come the most bitter encmies of their
fonner brethren. When Sabbalhkeepcrs
arc brought beforc the courts to answer for
their faith, these apostates are the most
efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent
and accuse them, and by false reports and
insinuations 1O stir lip the rulers against
them." The Creat COIl/roversy, 608.

Arc you preparing for such a time? fs
it far in the future? Arc you experiencing
such a powerful. meaningful, daily. hour
by hour. walk with Jesus now, that when
that time comcs you will respond only
with the sweet love of Jesus, and nol be
offended by the cruel and wicked things to
which you will be subjected?

What did Jesus tell us? '"These things
have I spoken unto you that ye should not
be offended." John 16: I. Emphasis
added. He wamed LIS that not only would
they disfellowship us, but that the time
would come when tilDse who kill us will
think that they arc doing God a service!
Are we seeing people today being disfel-
lowshipcd for standing up for righteous-
ness and truth? Then we can be sure the

inauguration for glitter and splendor. Ev-
erybody who was anybody in the kingdom
of Babylon was there to bow before the
great god of gold; everyone, except for
three Jewish cabinet members. who had
decided long before that they would bow
only to the God of heaven, and worship
Him alone no matter what the cost.

Why did these three not bow to the
image when overwhelming peer pressure
tempted them to confonn to the vast
majority'? Daniel and his three friends had
purposed in their hearts, twenty years
earlier, that they would honor God in
everything they did, including what they
ate and drank. They had decided, long
before this hour arrived. that in whatever
they did, said, ate, or drank, to do all to the
glory of God.

Harry Knapper

I T had been twenty years since Daniel,Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah had
risked their lives to stand alone for

truth and righteousness by refusing the
food on the king's table. Now the great
king Nebuchadnezzar, who had admitted
that the God of heaven was a God of all
gods and Lord of kings, forgot from
whom he had received his power. More-
over, hc decided that he could change the
course of human history as revealed to
him by God in that dream so long ago.

On the plain of Dura, he had erected a
replica of the image seen in his dream. But.
instead ofmaking only Ihe head of gold, the
entire image, ninety feel tall and nine feet
wide, wa eonstmcted of solid gold. The
celebration planned for its great tmveiling,
competed with a modem-day presidential
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What can we do now to prepare ourselves
so that when our final, great test comes

suddenly, unexpectedly, we will choose to lose
our life for Christ's and the gospel's sake,
instead of trying to save it?

rulfillment or the other prophecy will
follow also. Yet, what is our attirude to
be? To not be offended. In Matthew 5:44-
45, Jesus said, But Tsay unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray
for tJ,em which despitefully usc you, and
persecute you." Why? "That ye may be
the children of your Father which is in
heaven." We are not God's children un-
less we have the spirit that Jesus had when
He trod the winepress alone. That is why
God's prophet for our church told us, "At
this time we must gather wannth from the
coldness of olhers, courage from their
cowardice, and loyalty from their treason.
The nation will be on the side of the great
rebel leader." Testimonies, vol. 5, 136.

Have you been practicing gathering
warmth when others are cold toward you?
You can only do that when self is no
longer reigning in your heart. and the
mind of Christ has taken the place of self.
Self c.:mnot gather warmth from the cold-
ness of others, but Christ in you can.

Have you been practicing gathering
courage when others are revealing them-
selves to be cowards? My father told me
that you Icam from everyone in life; from
some you lcam how to do; from others
you learn how not to do. By beholding
Christ, daily, hourly, we learn how to do,
Depending on self, we do not even have to
learn how not to do, we do the wrong
thing automatically,

Have you been practicing gathering
loyalty from others' treason? Loyalty to
what? To righteousness and tmth. Under
what circumstance? When the majority
forsake you and leave you standing all
alone! Is that not what Christ did? There
was no human being with Him in His hour
of suffering. He said, .. The servant is not
greaterthan his lord." John 13:16. Yet He
could also say, '-I am not alone, because
the Father is with me." Chapter 17:32.
When Christ was suffering the most, in
the garden when the cup was teetering in
His hand, He could not see His Father.
How close was His Father in actuality? He
was right there with Him. God even com-
missioned the angel Gabriel to strengthen
Christ's hand when it quivered, holding
the cup that He was to drink.

Generations earlier, lsaiah prophesied
that Jesus would stand alone, suffering
alone for you and for me, He had nothing
to gain except our salvation and the joy of
our presence with Him for eternity_ ls
that not Someone you want to be loyal
to? Is that not Someone you want to stand
up for?

Notice Christ's attitude throughout
His suffering as described in the fifty-
third chapter... He was oppressed, and he
was afflicted;' yet did He defended Him-
self? No, " he opened 1I0t his mouth,"
Verse 7. All emphasis supplied. So often
we are quick to defend ourselves agai.nst
the attacks of others. Yet what is Christ's
example for responding 10 false accusa-
tions? He defended the truth, but He never
defended Himself. When self is dead, it
docs not need to be defended. When we
are not only disfellowshiped, but taken to
prison, laughed at, spit upon, tortured, and

even killed for standing in defense of the
truth, what will be our response? Will il be
like Christ'S? Now do you see the vital
importance of gaining victory over self?

...He made his grave with the wicked,,-
because He had done violencc? Because
He bought a gun and used it 10 defend
Himself? No, .. because he had done 110

violence, neither was any deceit in his
mouth." Verse 9. Jesus did not use decep-
tion, trickery, or subterfuge to avoid suf-
fering and death. Everything He did, or
said, was totally open and honest. His
very life was a vi vic! example of trulh
lived. Can people say the same about us?
In the daily tests and trials that we are
going through now, are we practicing for
the ultimate test? ,·It is the issue of the
daily test that determines their victory or
defeat in life's great crisis." The Desire oj
Ages, 382.

Ii, Mark 13:9-13, Christ laid out what
we would have to suffer if we are to follow
Him all the way. He even told us not to
worry about what to say when called to
stand for the trutJ,. But have we fully
comprehcnded what Jesus said next? .. The
brother shall betray the brother 10 death,
and the father the son; and children shall
rise up against their parents, and shall cause
them to be put to death. Aod ye shall be
hated of aU men for my name's sake,"
Mark 13: 12-13. Is your loyalty to God and
truth this strong? Is He dearer to you than
friends and family, even life itself?

When you are brought to the ultimate
test, all the theological controversies and
personal disagreements that you have had
with people will be irrelevant. Only one
question is of vital importance, .. Will you
try to save your lifc, or will you lose it for
Christ's sake and for the gospel?"' See
Matthew 16:24-26. You may be ready [0

give up your life for Christ, but are you
willing to give it up to save somcone else?
One day the final test will come to you-
suddenly and unexpectedly, It may be the
national Sunday law, or for you il may be
sometJling totally different. At that time

you will be forced to answer that very
question: "Will 1 try to save my life. or
will I losc it to save someone else?"

The raculty and staff at the Adventist
University in Rwanda just reccntly had to
face their big test. One night they thought
they would have peace between thc Tutsi
and the Hurus, The next day the death
decree was being carried out. When Tutsi
students and olhers knocked on their
doors to seck protection from the maraud-
ing Hutus, they had to makc the decision
to save the students' lives and risk losing
their own lives in order to save others.

What can we do now to prepare our-
selves so that when our great, final test
comes suddenly, unexpectedly, we will
choose to lose our life for Christ's and the
gospel's sake, in tead of trying to save it?

J. Meet with God every !noming and
Slay with Him unlil you know you havc
His abiding presence for that day. See
Psalm 5:3.

2. Ask the Lord to reveal to you if there
is any wicked way in you, ancl thus yOll will
be in a constant state of confession and
repentance. See Psalm 139:23-24.

3. Claim God's presence all day long.
See Hebrew 13:5,

4. In everything you face throughout
the day ask, .. Lord, what do you want me
to do?" See Acts 9:6. 0
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The Way, the Truth, and the Life
I N the annouTlcement, "1 am the way,

the truth, and the life" (John .14:6),
Christ by no means pointed His disci-

ples to a new way. Since the days of
Adam. the Lord has had His
SClllativcs, men who have kepi alive the
illnucnccs imparted to them from Heaven.
Since the firsl gospel sermon was
preached, when in Eden it wns declared
thai the seed of the woman should
the serpent's head, Chris! hJS been up-
lifted as the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
The same Christ that is at work today
among all classes of people, was al work
in the days when Adam lived, when Abel
died by the hand of his brother because he
presented to God the blood of the slain
lamb. representing the blood of Christ.
Abel's faithful adherence to God's com-
mands in bringing a lamb as his sacrifice,
offended He had another way, and
this way he wanted Abel to follow, in-
stead of following the way of the Lord.
Abel would not yield God's way for the
way of his brother, and he was murdered.
But Iho dead, Abel yel speaks.

Enoch was one of God's repre-
sentatives. During his life on earth hc
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walked with God, and God took him to
heavcn withollt seeing death. Enoch
prophesied of the great cvcnt which is the
consummation of all things carthly-the
second coming of Christ. NOi.lh"s perse-
vering righteousness and faith made him a
representative man. 111e deep, earnest fi-
delity of Abraham caused him to be called
by God" the father of the faithful." For
his self-saerilicing zeal Moses received
the testimony that he W,lS the meekest and
most humble of all the human family,
These were chmacters illustrious for spir-
itmliity and moral excellence.

In every age Christ has been the Way,
the Truth, and the Life. He was the Origina-
tor and Foundation of the jewish economy.
In the pillar of cloud He guided the children
of Israel in their wanderings. Everything
was adjusted and arranged by the hand of
Divinity. And all the knowledge that came
direct from God to them, all the power and
glory of that ancient economy, had been
lXlurcd into the treasury of the Christian
church. Nothing has been lost. The accll-
mulated light of generations is given to the
church of today, not to be hoarded, but to be
circulated. Messengers arc to be sent to

IEllen G. WhiteI

every part of the earth, proclaiming Christ,
the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

The earthly temple is no more. Its
mysterious veil has been rent asunder; ils
S<;1cred vessels have been demolished. and
the jewish people arc sc'lttcrcd 10 every
part of {he world. But the judgmcnts that
fcll on that nation are <l symbol of those
that will fall on all who, like Jerusalem.
know not the time of their visitCltioll. Lei
not man mock the ancient Jewish econ-
omy, of which Christ was the Originator.
and the One to whom the types and
shadows pointed. In these types and shad-
ows is revealed the everlasting gospcl.

The idea that the Old Testament no
longer possesses vital intcrest because the
New Testament has becn writtcn, is an
idea fatal to the soul of him who believes
it. Both the Old Testament and the New
arc necessary. The Ncw Testamcnt docs
not contain another gospel, a ncw religion.
It is but Ihe unfolding of the Old. The past
ages are of peculiar value to and those
who arc ignorant of the Scriptures, and of
the power of God as manifest in the
history of His people, understand but
dimly the manner of His working.



When God Asked Women to Wear Pants

The prophets of God spoke less for their own
time than for the ages to come, and

especially for the generation that would live
amid the last scenes of this earth's history.

constantly reccivl: new power for their
hcavcllwmd marcll. 0

To he crmtiuued.

Signs a/the Times. January 13. 1898.

man cometh unto Ihe Father. hut by me'"
Verse 6. Unless we arc individually in this
Way, we cannot reach the he:wcnly m.m-
sian!:>. The question for ('ach one to ask
himself Am I following Christ because
I know thai He is the Way, the Truth. and
the Life? Am I in the Path thaI leads tn
perfect obedience? Those who walk in
this Way never lose their strength. but

HardlY any discussion in Adven-
tism can become more heated than one
surrounding whether Christian dress
for women includes slacks or pants.
What does Inspiration tell us is

healthful? What is modest? What are
the principles we can apply today? By a
study of human physiology and the
Inspired Counsels, the author draws
some interesting. thought-provoking.
and challenging observations.
Chapters in When God Asked

Women to Wear Pants are entitled
"When God asked Women to Wear Pants:" "When God Defined
Healthful Dress;" "When God Defined Modesty:" and "General
Counsels on Christian Dress." The book contains additional
material beyond what has appeared in Our Firm Foundation
(September through November 1995 issues).

When God Asked Women to Wear Pants i must reading
in every Adventist home. Paperback, 76 pages. Only $3.95.
Please see page 3 for shipping and sales tax information.

looked to Christ. The glorious beams of
continually increasing light arc all con-
centrated in our lime. All teslify of Christ.
"the way, lhe tmth, and the life." But
never was this truth so clearly defined as
in Christ's answer to the words, .• Lord,
we know not whither thou goest; and how
can \vc know thc way?" John 14:5. Christ
is revealed to us in His first advent. We

sec Him sacril1cing riches, power, and
glory for poverty, temptation, privation,
and suffering.

Christ is indeed the Way, the Truth.
and the Life. There arc not many ways to
heaven. Each onc may not choose his own
way. Christ says: .. , am the way. .. No

In the ScripturQ; thc past is brought
down to our time. The Word of God offers
us the treasurcs of inspired wisdom that
have been accumulating from age to age.
Before us arc examples of piety and
tion. The livcs of thesc men have been
placed on record, not to exalt them, but to
make us wise unto salvation, to show us
the errors and mistakes of good men, and
to lead us to imitate their virtucs. Lct those
who lalk of lhe patriarchal t.md prophetic
age as a Christlcss age, rcad their Bibles
with humble heans, praying for power to
follow the example of holy men of God.

Christ was the Way by which patri-
archs and prophets were saved. and to
pour contempt upon this Way is to pour
contempt upon Christ, enshrouded in the
pillar of cloud, and giving directions to
Moses to be given to the children of Israel.
There was plenty of light in Ihe old Way
to lead every soul to the abodes of

The prophets of God spoke less for
their own lime than for the ages to come.
and especially for the that
would live amid the last scenes of this
earth's history. " Nolunlo themselves. bUI
unto us they did minister the things. which
arc now reported unto you by them that
have prcached the gospel Ullto you with
the Holy Ghost Sent down from
which things the angels desire to look
into:' I Peler I: 12...All these things
happened unto them for ensamples: and
they are written for our admonition. upon
whom the ends of the world are come."
J Corinthians 10: 11. The prophets and
apostles meet and unite lheir witness.
testifying of" the sufferings of Christ, and
thc glory that should follow." 1 Peter
I: II. The wonderful events in the history
of the children of Ismcl arc not to be lost
sight of or ignored because of the lapse of
lime. They arc jewels of truth that have
been placed in false settings. Christ came
to redeem them from crror. and to re:-;el
thcm in the framework of truth, that they
might shine in their native purity and
attractive loveliness. By Him they have
been made to give forth a brighlcr and
morc powerful luster than ever before.
The patriarchs and prophels were rep-

resentative men. and through them, from
century to century, a flood of knowledge
was poured into the world. Admn, repcn-

and converted. was a Christian; Abel
was a Christian; Enoch was n Christian;
Noah was a Abraham was a
Christian. In types and symbols the gospel
was revealed to those of fonner dispensa-
tions. The Old Testament Scriptures show
us the power possessed by those who
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Dress

General

Christian

and lhal is (Q make the Bible our rule of
lire:' Coullsels 011 Heal/II, 597-598.

Modem society, and. unfortunately,
many of God's professcd people are not
shocked by that which God revealed to
His mcsscnger WClS immodest:
"We c,mnot, if we would, conceal the

fact that women hHvc feet and limbs that
were made for usc. But in regard to the
t:xposurc, this is on the other sidc of the
question. We have traveled extensively
the past twenty-five years. and have been
eyewitnesses to many indecent exposurc..o;;
of the limbs. But the most common expo-
sure b seen upon the street<.; in light snow.
or wet and mud. Both hands arc required
to c1e'vate the dress, that it may clear the
weI and filth. It is a common thing to sec
the dress raised one-half of a yard. expos-
ing ,lIl almost unclad ankle to the sight of
gentlemen, but no One seems to blush at

its. They conclude Ihat Ihey arc nOI so far
out of the way after all, and that no great
change need be made by them. The people
of God should firmly uphold the
standard of right and exert an influ-
ence to correct thc wrong hahits of
those who havc been worshiping at
the shrine of fashion, and break the
spell which Satan has had over these poor
souls. Worldlings should sec a marked
contrast between their own extravagance
and the simplicity of refomlcrs who arc
followers of Christ:' Testimonies, vol. 4.
571-572.

For us to havc the proper influence
wc must escape from the snares of Satan
and from the chains that bind us to his
fashions:

•• Will my sbters consider these things
as they are, and will they fully realize the
weight of uleir inOuencc upon oUlers? By
walking in a forbidden path themsclves,
they lead others in the same way of
disobedience and backsliding. Christian
simplicity is sacrificed to outward display.
My sisters, how shall we change all this?
How shall we recover ourselves from the
snare of Satan and break the chains that
have bound LIS in slavery to fashion? How
shall we recover our wasted opportuni-
ties? how bring our powers into hC-.\llthful,
vigorous action? There is only one way.

Counsels on

GOD has called us to adopt the
principles of healthful and modest
dress that He has established. He

calls this final generation to glorify and
honor Him in every aspect of their lives.
Our outward appcamncc. as well as our
inward adorning. speaks either in favor of
God and rightcousness, or of Satan and
sin. OUf choices in dress either please
God or cause Satan to exult:

.. Satan is constamly devising some new
style of dress that shall prove an injury to
physical and mardi health; and he exults
when he sees professed Christians eagerly
accepting the fashions thai he has in·
vented," Counsels on Health, 599.

OUf manner of dress either helps to
break the spell of Satan in the lives of
others or it confirms them in their wrong
habits. There should be a marked contrast
between the world and the remnant:

"There arc weak and vain oncs who
have no depth of mind or power of princi-
ple, who are foolish enough to be influ-
enced and corrupted from the simplicity
of the gospel by the de'·Oleos of fashion. If
they sec tlUH those who to be
reformers arc. 3$ far as their circum-
stances wili admit, indulging the appetite
and dressing after the customs of the
world, the slaves of self-indulgence will
become confirmed in their perverse hab-

Vernon Sparks, M.D.
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Many who suppose they are going to
heaven are blindfolded by the world.

Their ideas of what constitutes a religious
education and religious discipline are vague,
resting only on probabilities.

this immodest exposure. No one's sensi-
tive modesty seems shocked for the rca-
son that this is customary. It is fashion,
and for this it is endured. No outcry
of immodesty is heard, although it is so in
the fullest sense." Hea/lh Reformer. May
1872.

A family council on dress is to be held
with the detennination to be guided by
principle:
"Let us be ",ithful to the duties of the

home life. Let your children understand
that obedience must reign there. Teach
them to distinguish between that which is
sensible and that which is foolish in the
maHer of dress, and fumish them with

that arc neat and simple. As a
people who arc preparing for the 50011
retum of Chrisl we should give 10 the
world an example of modest dress in
contmst with the prevailing fashion of the
day. Talk these things over. and plan
wisely what you will do, then carry Qui
your plans in your families. Determine 10
be guided by higher principles than the
notions and desires of your children'"
Malll/ScripI Releases. vol. 7. 25-26.

Teaching our children to dress from
principle will help to protect them from
the world:
"I heard the parents with deep feeling

express their regret that they did not en-
courage their daughters to put on the
refonn drL"SS from principle, They said if
they had done so they were now con-
vinced their children would be with them
in the truth. The reform dress would have
kept them separate from the world. They
would not have had so strong inclination
to attend panics of pleasure and mingle
with their worldly companions in exciting
amuscments, which diverted their minds
fr0111 God and the truth ..' Testimony to the
Chl/rch al Balffe Creek. 63-64.

Mothers should set (In example in
simplicity and tidiness of dress:

-. Let the mother's dress, also, be sim-
ple and nC'lt. So may she preserve her
dignity and innucncc. If mothers allow
themselves to wear untidy garments at
home, they arc tcaching their children to
follow in the same slovcnJy w<.Iy. Many
mothers think that anything is good
enough for home WC<1r. be it ever so soiled
and shabby. But they soon lose their
influence in the family. The children draw
comparisons belween their mol her's dress
and that of others who dress neatly, and
their respect for her is weakened. Moth-
ers, make yourselves as attmctivc as pos-
sible, not by elaborate trimming, but by
wearing clean, well-fitting garments.

Thus you will give to your children con-
stant lessons in neatness and purity."
Christian Temperance and Bible Hygiene,
143-144.

Mothers should dress in a becoming
way for their family:

.• Sisters, when about their work.
should not put on clothing which would
make them look like images to frighten
the crows from the corn. It is more gratify-
ing to their husbands and children to see
them in a becoming. well-fitting attire
than it can be to mere visitors or strangers.
Some wives and mothers seem to think it
is no maller how they look when about

thcir work and when they are seen only by
thcir husbands and children, but they arc
very particular to dress in taste for the
eyes of those who have no special claims
upon them. Is not the esteem and love of
htL<;band and children more to be prized
than that of strangers or common friends?
The happiness of husband and children
should be 1110re sacred 10 every wife and
mother than that of all others." The Ad-
l'elllist Home, 252-253.

The clothing of children should be
becoming and not an injury to their self-
respect:

.. My sister, bind your children to your
heal1 by affection. Give them proper care
and attention in all things. Fumish them
with becoming ganl1ents. thaI they may not
be mortified by their appearance, for this
would be injuriolls to their self-respect. ...
Testimonies. vol. -+. 142.

Part of dressing well is the ability to
one's own clothing:

'" Let girls be taught that the art of
dressing well includes the ability to make
their own clothing. This is an ambition
th,at every girl should cherish. It will be a
means of usefulness and independence
thai she cannot afford to miss." Educa-
tiOIl, 248-249.

Faithful mothers will have immortal
fame:

··The votaries of fashion will never
see or understand the immortal beauty of

that Christian mother's work, and will
sneer at her old fashioned notions, and her
plain. unadorned dress; while the Majesty
of hC(lven will write the namc of thaL
faithful mother in the book of immortal
fame." The AdvellIisl Hall/e. 238.

We are preparing for the grand review.
Children are not to be given their sup-
posed wants:

.. Drcs.'S your children in simple and
neat clothes, but do not let them have
anything that they may suppose they
want. They may ask for a dress that is cut
low in the neck because it is the fashion to
wear them so. Who has supposed slich a

fashion? It is not a right fashion, and we
should not allow ourselves to consider it
right. We should our children in
such a way that they will leClfn to fashion
their lives in simple. orderly lines. We arc
to be for the grand review that is
soon to take place, and our children must
havc a pan in this work of preparation."
Peter's Counsel to Parents. 36-37.

Through conformity to the world,
many arc in danger of being bound in
bundles to be burned:

.. Many who suppose they arc going to
heaven are blindfolded by the world.
Their ideas of whm constitutes a religiolls
educ<ltion and religious discipline are
vague. resting only on probabilities; there
are many who have no intelligent hope,
and are running great risk in practicing the
very things which Jesus has taught that
they should not do. in eating. drinking,
and dressing, binding themselves lip with
the world in a variety of ways. They have
yet to leam the serious lessons so essential
to growth in spirituality. to come out from
the world and be separate. The he.lrt is
divided, the c<lmal mind craves confonn-
ity. similarity to the world in so many
ways that the Illark of distinction from the
world is scarcely distinguishable." Fun-
damentals a/Christian Education, 311.

Down through history only a minority
of the professed followers of Christ have
actually followed His directions in how to
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The words of scripture in regard to dress
should be carefully considered.... All who

are in earnest in seeking for the grace of Christ
will heed the precious words of instruction
inspired by God.

live. God, as always, is looking for a few
good mcn and women:

.. Human reasoning has ever sought to
evade or sct aside the simple, direct in-
structions of the Word of God. In every
age a majority of the professcd followers
of Christ have disregarded those precepts
which enjoin self-denial and humility,
which require modesty and simplicity of
conversation, deponmelll, and appmcl.
The rcsult has ever been thc same-depar-
ture from the teachings of gospel leads
to the of the fashions, customs,
and principles of thc world. Vital godli-
ness givcs place to a dead formalism. The
presence and power of God, withdrawn
from those world-loving circles, are found
with a class of humble worshipers, who
arc willing to obey the tcachings of the
Sacred Word." Child Guidal/ce. 430.

Our dress is to be in harmony with Ihal
which God appreciates:

·'The words of scripture in regard to
dress should be carefully considered. We
need to under.;tand that which the Lord of
heaven apprecialcs in even the dressing of
thc body. All who arc in earnest in seeking
for the grace of Christ will heed the

prccious words of instruction inspired by
God. Even the style of the apparel will
exprcss the truth of the gospel.'· Evangel-
ism. 269.

In order to have a saving innucnce on
the world we must live out Goers princi-
ples of dre.·s:

.. Such will have no excuse. Many
dress like the world to h<.lve an influence.
But here they make a sad and fawl mis-
trike. If they would have a true and saving
influence, let them live out their profes-
sion, show their faith by Iheir righteous
works, and J11<lke (he distinction great
betwcen the Christian and the world. I
saw that the words. the dress, and actions,
should tell for God. Then a holy influence
will be shed upon all, and all will take
knowkdge of them that they have been
with Jesus. Unbelievers will see that lhe
truth we profess has a holy influence. and

that faith in Christ's coming affects the
character of the man or woman. If any
wish to have their influence tell in favor of
truth, let them live it out, and thus imitate
the humble Pattern."" Mes.sage!> to Young
People. 128.

During the time of the three angels·
messages, thc dress of God's people is to
glorify Him and to be a rebuke to the world:

"The children of (sTaeL after they were
brought out of Egypt, were commanded to
have a simple ribbon of blue in the border
of their ganncnls, to distinguish them from
the nations around them, and to signify that
they were God's peculiar people. The peo-
ple of God :lrc not now required to have a
.special mark placed upon their garments.
But in the New Testament we <lre oftcn
refclTccI to ancient Israel for examples. If
God gave such detinitc directions to His
ancient people in regard to their clres"'. will
not the drcs.".i of His IXX>plc in this age comc
under His notice? Should there not be in
their dress a distinction from thai of the
world? Should not the people of God. who
arc His peculiar trc.:'lSurc, seek evcn in thcir
dress to glorify God'> And should they not
be examples in (X>int of dress. and by their

simple slyle rebuke thc pride, vanity, and
extravagance of worldly, pleasure-loving
professors? God requires this of His people.
Pride is rebuked in His Word." Se,·em!t-
day Ad,·emist Bible Commentary. vol. I,
111·t
Our Sabbath dress is to give honor to

God:
.. have J been shown that

those who profess prc."cl1t truth should
have a special care to appear before God
upon the Sabbath in a manner which
would show that we respect the Creator
who has sanctified and placed special
honors upon thm day. All who have an)
regard for the Sabbath should be cleanly
in person, neat and orderly in for
they are to appear before the jealous God.
who is offended at uncleannes.t; and disor-
der, and who marks every token of disre-
spect:' Testimonies. vol. 1,275.

We are to have special clothing for the
church service:

.. Many need instruction as to how
they should appear in the assembly for
worship on the Sabbath. They arc not to
enter the of God in the common
clothing worn during the wcek. All should
have a special SiJbbath suit, to be worn
when attending servicc in God's housc.
While we should not conform 10 worldly
fashions, we arc not to be indifferent in
regard to our outward appearance. We arc
to be neat and trim, though without adorn-
ment. TI,e children of God should be pure
within and without.·' Ibid .• vol. 6, 355.

Our clOlhing is 10 be plain, neat, and of
durable material:

.. We do not discourage taste and neat-
ness in drc.%. Correct tHste in dress is not
10 be despised or eonden1ned. While need-
less ruffles, trimmings, and ornaments
should be left off, we encourage our sis-
tcrs to obtain good, durable material.
Nothing is gained in trying to save means
by purchasing cheap fabrics. Let the
clothing be plain and neat, without ex-
travagance of display:' Selected
sages. book 3. 245.

Large and fiery-colored ligures should
bo avoided:

"Taste should be manifested as 10
colors.... Complexion ... may be takcn
into the aeeounl. Modest colors should be
sought for. When figured colors arc used,
those thaI are large and fiery,
vanity and shallow pride in those who
ehoose thelll. should be avoided." Ibid.,
April 1-1, 1868.

We arc not to differ from the world's
dress for any reason other than to obey
God:

.. We do nOI wear the style of dress
here rcpresenle,;d to be odd-that we may
attract notice. We do not differ from the
common style of woman·s dress for any
such object. We choose to agree with
others in theory and in practice, if we can
do so, and at the same time be in hannony
with the lawaI' God, and with the laws of
our being. We believe it wrong to differ
from others, unless it be necessary to
differ in order to bc right." Ibid.

While we are not to be preoccupied
with thc dress question, we me to live in
hannony wilh God's dress principles of
health and modcsty. The following coun-
sel was written in 1908:

"1 beg of our people to walk carefully
and circulllspectly before God. Follow the
customs in drcss so far as they confonn to
health principles. Let our sisters dress
plainly, as many do, having the dress of
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There is no need to make the dress question the
main point of your religion. There is

something richer to talk of. Talk of Christ; and
when the heart is converted, everything that is out
of harmony with the Word of God will drop off.

good, durable material, appropriate for
this age, and let not the dress question fill
the mind. Our sisters should dress with
simplicity. They should clothe themselves
in modest apparel, with shamefacedness
and sobriety. Give to the world n living
illustration of the inward adoming of the
grace of God." Child Guidance. 414.

We arc our brother's and sister's
keeper in the sense that we arc 10 share in
love with them wh4:1t God has si:tid regard-
ing Christian dress. We arc not to be the
conscience for another. Dress reform is
110t to be one of our principal subjects. We
are to share God's will and leave to each
the privilege of developing Christian
character as they surrender their wills and
ways 10 the wooing of the Holy Spirit:

.. None need fear that I shall make
dress rcfonn onc of my principal subjccts
as we travel from place 10 place. Those
who h,we heard me upon this mutter will
have to act upon the light that has already
been given. I have donc my duty; I have
borne my testimony. and those who have
heard me and read that which I have
written must now bear the responsibility
ofrccdving or rejecting the light given. If
they choose to venture to be forgetful
hearers, and not doers of the work, they
run their own risk and will be accountable
to God for thc course they pursue. I am
clear. I shall urge none and condemn
none. This is not the work assigncd me.
God knows His humble, willing, obedient
children and will reward them according
to their faithful perfomtance of His will.
To many the dress rdorm is too simple
and humbling to be adopted. They cannot
lift the cross. God works by simple me<lns
to separate and distinguish His children
from lhe world; but some have so de-
paned from the simplicity of the work and
ways of God that they arc above the \\Iark,
not in it." Testimonies. vol. 1,523-524.

When we me converted, the problem
of improper dress will disappear:

'"There is no need to make the dres.....
quc-'ition the main point of your religion.
There is something richer to talk of. Talk
of Christ; and \",hen the heart is convened,
everything that is out of harmony with the
Word of God will drop off:· Child Guid-
ance.

Christian dress i::; summarized by the
following:
"Our clothing, while modest and sim-

ple, should be of good quality, of becom-
ing colors, and suited for service. It should
Ix: chosen for durability rather than dis-
play. It should provide wannth and proper
protection. The wise woman described in

the Proverbs 'is not afraid of the snow for
her household: for (iii her household arc
clothed with double ganncJ1ts.' Provcrbs
31 :21, margin." Ibid., 420.

In 1897, the servant of the Lord ad-
monished His people to take hold of
reform in dress. See Spaldi/1g-Magan's
Unpublished Manu:wTipt TeSlimol1ies of
£/Ien G. White. 90-92. There was not to
be one precise style '" God had originally
revealed in 1863 and in 1867 regarding
the original short reform dres..:;. See Se-

letted Messages. book 2, 465-479; Testi-
manies. vol. I, 420-422, But in
1897, Christian dress was to be as simple
as the less objectionable drc.o:.;s shown to
and advocated by Ellen White in 1880-
1881. Sec Tes/imonies. vol. 4, 628-648.
She acknowledged that designing clothing
that is healthful as well as modest and
simple will take effort and talent. The
servant of the Lord also acknowledged
that such a labor will encounter at least (lS
strong a resistance today as in the early
days or our church. In spite of Clny and all
objections God has instructed us that the
bringing of our clothing into harmony
with His principles of health and modesty
is an reform:

.. The drcs.' of our people should be
made most simple. The skirt and sack I
have menlioned may be used-not that
just that pattern and nothing else should
be established, but a simple style as was
represented in that dress. Some have
posed that the very pattern given was lhe
pattern that all should adopt. This is not
so. But something a" simple as this would
be the bcSI we could adopt under the
circumstances, No one precise style has
been given me as the exact rule to guide in
their dress. But this I know, that the very
same objections, only much stronger, ex-
ist today (IS when rhe short dress
discarded. The Lord has not indicated that
it is the dut) of our sisters to go back to lhe
rcfoml dress. Simple dresses should be
worn. Try your talenrs, my sister, in this
essential reform." Spalding-Magan's UIl-

published Manl/script TeSlimonies of El-
len G. White, 91.

Our burden is to be plainness of dress:
.. We are nearing the of

world's history. A plain, direcf testimony
is now needed, as given in the Word of
God, in regard to the plainness of drcs."i.
This should be our burden." Selected
Messages. book 3, 253.

Let each one of liS well the
counsels on Christian dress given to us
from the Lord. Let us cmphasize daily

conversion-full surrender to all ofGod's
will-and thus have the spiritual discem-
l11ent to truly know His will in these
mallers. May our desire be to indeed
honor our Creator by dressing healthfully
in all ways-physically, mentally, and
morally. We have been blessed now for
some years by i.l society thaI tolerant of
almost ,IllY drc..c;;,.<.; style. To adopt dress
styles todoy that arc not just healthful but
also modest will hardly raise (In eyebrow,
It is though God is making it <:IS easy 3S

possible and leaving us wilhout excuse to
not honor Him in every facct of Ollr lives.
Let us be wary of following the world in
its definitions of what is healthful. mod-
est, and Christlike. Let us demonstrate our
desire to not misrepresent Christ in any
way so that we might be among that group
in whom there is found no guile.

,. And in their mouth was found no
guile: for Ihey arc witholll fault before the
throlle 01" God:' Revelation 14:5. 0

"The Lord would have all
His sons and daughters happy,
peaceful, and obedient. Jesus
says, 'My peace 1 give uuto
you: not as the world giveth,
give I unto you, Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid.' John 14:27." Steps
ta Christ, 124,
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ALesson in Health Reform
I N the Ihird year of the of 1c-

hoiakim king of Judah came Nc-
buchadnezzar king of Babylon unlo

jerusalem, and besieged it. And the Lord
gave lchoiakim king of Judah into his
hand, with part of the vessels of the house
of God: which he carried into the land of
Shinar to the house of his god; and he
brought the vessels into the treasure house
of his god.

"And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the
master of his eUlluchs, that he should bring
certain of the ehildren of Ismel, and of the
king's seed, and of the princes; children in
whom was no blemish, but well favored,
and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in
knowledge, and understanding science, and
such as had ability in them to stand in the
king's palace, and whom they might leach
the learning and the tongue of the Chal-
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deans. And the king appointed thcm a daily
provision of thc king's mcat. and of thc
wine which he drank: SO nourishing them
three years. that at the end thereof they
might stand before the king.
"Now among these werc of the chil-

dren of Judah, Daniel. Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah: untO whom the prince of the
cunuchs gave names: for hc gave unto
Daniel the name of Bclteshazzar; and to
Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of
Mcshach: [md to Azariah, of Abednego.

"But Daniel purposed in his heart that
he would not defile himself with the portion
of Lile king's meat, nor with the wine which
he dmnk: therefore he requ""1ed of the
prince of the eunuchs that he might not
defile himself. Now God had brought
Dnniel into and tender love widl the
prince of the ellJ1uchs. And thc prince of the

Ellen G. White

eunuchs said unlo Daniel, I fear my lord the
king, who hath appointed your meat and
your drink: for why should he see your
faces worse liking than the children which
are of your sort? then shall ye make me
endanger my head to the king.

"Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the
prince of the eunuchs had set over Danicl,
Hananiah, Mishacl, and Azariah, Prove thy
servants. I be&:cch thee, ten days; and let
them give us pulse to cat, and water to
drink. TIlcn let our countenances be looked
upon before thee, and the countenance of
thc children Lilat cat of the portion of the
king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy
servants. So he consentcd to thcm in this
matter, and proved thcm ten days. And at
the cnd of tcn days uleir countcnances
appeared faircr and fattcr in nosh than all
the children whkll did cal the portion oflhe
king's meat. Thus Mel7..ar look away the
ponion oftllcir mcat, and the winc that they
should drink; and gave lhem pulse.

.. As for these four children. God gave
them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom: and Daniel had under-
standing in all visions and dreams. Nowal
the end of the d•.lYs that Ihe king had said
he should bring thcm in, then lhe prince of
the cunuchs brought them in bcfore Ne·
buchadnezzar. And the king communed
with them; among them all was found
none like Daniel. Hanani,ah. Mishael. and
Azariah: therefore stood they before the
king. And in all matters of wisdom and
undcrstanding. that the king inquired of
them, he found them ten times bctter than
(III the magicians and astrologcrs that were
in all his realm." Daniel I: 1-20.

This record contains much of impor-
tance on the subject of health reform. In
the experience of the four Hebrew chil-
dren a lesson is given regarding the need
of abstaining from all spirituous liquors,
and from indulgence of pcrvened <lppe-
tite. The position taken by these Hebrew
youth was vindicated. ,md at the end often
days they were found fairer in flesh <lnd
better in knowledge than all the rest whom
the king was proving.

In this our day, the Lord would be
pleased 10 have those who arc preparing
for the future, immortal life, follow the
cxnmple of Daniel and his companions in
seeking to maintain strength of body and
clearness of mind. The more careful we
learn to be in treating our bodies, the more
readily shall we be able to escape the evils
that are in the world through lust.

There arc many who believe that in
order to be filled for accepwble service,
they mUSt go through a long course of study



Students need not talk of their attainments in
the so-called higher education if they have not

learned to eat and drink to the glory of God, and
to exercise brain, bone, and muscle in such a way
as to prepare for the highest possible service.

under Icamed teachers in some school of
the world. This they must do, it is true, if
Ihey desire to secure what the world calls
essential knowledge. But we do not say to
our youth, YOllmust study, study, keeping
your millcl all the time on books. Nor do we
say to them, You Illust spend all the time in
acquiring the so-called higher education.
Let us ask, What is the object of true higher
education? Is it not thai we Illily stand in
right relation to God? The test of all educa-
tion should be, Is it fitting uS to keep our
mind.;; fixed upon the mark of the prize of
lhe high calling of God in Chrisl Jesus?

What is needed by our youth is an
education like that which and his
three companions gained. 111CSC faithful
Hebrcws were in imponant positions. 11ley
were placed where they must be careful to
observe every principle of righteousness in
order to bring others to an underslanding of
the principles of righteousness. It would not
do for them to be lax. They could not afford
to indulge appetite. They wcre to stand
where they could, by their example, give
proof of the imponance of Strict adherence
to the principles of right living. To do this
they were willing to phlce themselves under
test and trial. Ten days was sufficient to
prove lhatlhe diel they chose was a whole-
some one, and that in adopting it they had
made no mistake. The evidence which this
experience gave to tile authorities led them
to have a higher opinion of these youth than
of all the other studenls under their care.

We (Ire to learn how to cqualize the
labor done by bmin, bone, and muscle. If
you put to task the faeulties of the mind,
loading them with heavy burdens, while
you leave the muscles unexercised, this
course will tell its story just as surely as
the wise course of the Hebrew yOllth laid
its siory. Parents should follow a consis·
tent coursc in the education of their chil-
dren. Our youth should be laught from
their very childhood how to exercise the
body and the mind proponionately. It is
not wise to send the children to schools
where Ihey are to long hours of
confinement and where they will gain no
knowledge of what healthful living
means. Place them under the tuition of
those who respect the body and treat it
with consideration. Do not place your
childrcn in an unfavorable position, where
they cannot receive the tmining that will
enable them to bear test and trial.

With all the precious light that has
continually been given us in the health
publicmions, we cannot afford to live care-
Ies..-;. heedless lives. eating and drinking as
we please, and indulging in the lL'iC of

stimulants, narcotics, and condiments. lei
us take into consideration the fact thai we
have souls to save or 10 lose, and that it is of
vital consequence how we relate ourselves
to the qucslion of tcmpemnce. It is of great
importance that individually we act well
our part, and have an intelligent under-
standing of whal we should eat and drink,
and how we should live to preservc health.
All arc being proved 10 see whether they
will aceepl the prineiples of health reform
or follow a coursc of self-indulgence.

Let no one think that he C'l!1 do as he
pleases ill tl,e mailer of diet. But before all
who sit at the table with you, let it appear that

you follow principle in the mailer of eating,
as in all other matters, that the glory of Goo
may be revCo:'lled. You cannot afford 10 do
otherwise; for you have a character 10 foml
for the future, imll1ort';.:l1life, Great responsi-
bilities rcst upon evcry human soul. Let US
comprehend these responsibilities., and bear
thcm nobly in the name of the Lord.

To every one who is tcmpted to indulge
appetite I would say, Yield nOl to lempla-
tion, but confine yourself to the usc of
wholesomc foods. You CHn train yoursclfto
enjoy a healtllflll diet. The Lord helps those
who seck to help thcmselvcs; but when men
will not take special pi:lins to follow out the
mind and will of God, how can He work
with them? Let us act our pan, working out
our salvation with fCo:1r and trembling-
with fear and trembling lest we make mis-
takes in the treatment of our bodies, which,
before God, wc are under obligation to keep
in the most healthy condition possible.

We desire that the meetings which are
held during the General Conference shall
havc a telling influence on every soul. lei
us prove ourselves wot1hy of being trusted
by God-worthy of His confidence in our
detennination that we will nol betray our
sacred trust. Let us open the way for the
light of God to shine into thc chambers of
the mind. Thus we shall be prepared to help
others. To those who appreciate the tmth as
it is in Jesus, and who desire to reveal th.::
truth in its beauty, its power, and it'S sancti-

fying grace, God will give strength to stand
against temptation.

intelligencc is a gift ofGod-onc that He
desires us lo use 10 His glory. Students need
not talk of their attainments in the so-called
higher education if they have not learned to
eat and drink" the glory of God, and 10
exercise brain, bone, and I11tLSCle in such a
way as to prcparc for the highest possible
service. TIle whole being must be brought
into exercise if we would secure a healthy
condition of mind; the mental and the physi-
cal powers should be used proportionately.

To those who are desirous of being
efficient laborers in God's cause, I would

SHY, If you arc putting an undue weight of
labor on the brain, thinking yOll will lose
ground lInle you study all the time, you
had better change your views and your
coursc of action. Unless greater care is
exercised in this respect, there are many
who will go down to thc grave prema-
turely. This you cannot afford to for
tllere is a world to be saved.

A great work is to be done-a work that
we have scarcely begun as yet. Every-
where, everywhere the tnlth is to stand forth
in its glorious power and in its simplicity.
Do not boast of whal yOll know, hut take
YOllr casc to God. Say to Him, I comply
with the conditions. Now, Lord, as I edu-
cate my appetites and tastcs, so that
healthy current of blood may flow through
my veins, wilt Thou sustain me? Teach me
how to usc my powers in prcscnting thc
most precious tnllhs that have ever come to
mortals for the fitting up of character for the
future, imll1ortallife.

Fathers and mothers, you have a solemn
work to do. The elemal salvation of your
children depends upon your course ofaction.
How will you successfully educate your
children? Not by scolding; for it will do no
good. Talk to your childrcn as if yOll had
confidence ill their intelligence. Deal with
them kindly, tenderly. lovingly. Tell them
whm God would have them do. Tell tllem
that God would have them educated and

Continued 011 31
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A response to recent events

Sligo Church "Ordains" Women Pastors
I N an act of olltright rebellion, the

Sligo Church of the Potomac Confer-
ence, September 23, 1995, in what

was Cilllcd a gala celebration, "ordained"
three women 10 the gospel ministry. It
was noted that hundreds of people flew in
from various pans of the country to be
there forth is .. historic occasion:' A num-
ber of prominclll leaders participated in
the·' ordination," including Roben Olson.
recently retired associate treasurer of the
General Dr. Larry Genlly,
presidcnt of La Sierra University; Dr,
Fritz Guy, former president of La Sierra
University, unci currently professor of the-
ology at La Sierra University; Dr. Louis
Vendell. professor of theology, Pacine
Union College; and Dr. Chuck Scrivl:n,
president of Columbia Union Collegl:.

1110Ugh not participating, credibility was
given to the" ordination" by the nttcnck1.l1CC
of Elder Jim Kress, ministcrinl director ofthc
Gcncral Conference, and the three top offi-
cers from the Trans-European Division,
along with the Ihree ranking officers of the
Euro-Arricu Division. These mcn did not
participatc directly, which allowed them to
hide behind U1C concept that thcy were just
observing whal was taking place. However,
it is well-known that they arc supporters for
the ordination of women pastors. It is un-
likely that th<>::iC women who were •. or-
dained" will receive ministerial crcdcmials
becausc they arc not issued from local church
congrcgations, but on the recol11mcndHlion
of the conference committee to the lInion.

This rcbellion is against the vote of thc
General Confercnce session in Utrecht,
Netherlands, Wednesday aftemoon, Juiy 5,
1995. Bible-believing church members rec-
ognize that the rebellion goes much deeper.
It is rebellion against the Word of God.

f do not intend in this brief article to
present the biblical and Spirit of Prophecy
evidence, for this has already been put
forth by Ad,'elllist Affirm, Our Firm Foul/-
dC/ti011 magazinc, and Illsi?!e Report from
Amazing Facts. Also, it was wonderfully
articulated by Dr. Gerard Damsteegt in his
presentation before the assembled dcle-
gates at the General Conference SC' ion.

What docs this action of the Sligo
Church indicate? It is significant that thc
majority of church leaders in the Western
World have given clear signals of their
support for this unbiblical position. TIlis
includes leaders al all levels of our work. It

is certain that this "ordination" would not
have taken place if our leaders had held
unitedly against the ordination of women.

Last year the North Amcricml Union
presidents publicly stated uleir support of ule
North Amcrican Division iniliative for the
ordination of womcn. 111C North American
Division president led the battle. It is under-
st(xxJ that a significant majority of confer-
ence prcsideTll'" likewise support the ordina-
tion of women. 1l1is gives a clear sif,'1lal to
those bent 011 eroding the purity of God's
remnant church, to go ahead, "110wing tJlat
the consequcnces are likely to be minimal. A
blatant ael ofrebcllion would nomlally place
a church in decp jcopardy in tcm1S of ils
membership in the sisterhood of churches.
blll the Sligo Chureh probably belicves sig-
nificant discipline to be lUllikcly.

Whercas leaders have disbanded
small, faithful churches that have stood
against the apostasy, there is little likeli-
hood that a church of lhe prominencc and
sizc of Sligo will be disbanded.

Understandably, when large churches
rake such rebellious stands, it is more diffi-
cult and takes far more cour'lgc to react than
it takes to discipline small, country
churches. Whal a blessing would result
overall if the leadership of God's remnant
church would take a firm and faithful swnd,
cven if it mcant Ule disbanding of the whole
church! But how can leaders take such a
strong stand when they have publicly de-
clared their own capitulation to the feminist
movement within thc Adventist Church?

Many of the overseas divisions believe
tJlat thc membership in North America is
favorable to the ordination of women; how-
ever, there is no ccrtaimy to sup!X'rt th'lt
assumption as being truc. Ind<...-cd, in 1978. a
survey in North America showed that about
three quarters of Adventists in orth AJner-
ica were opposed to the ordinal ion of
women. Although no reccnt, official surveys
h,lVC been taken, it is likely Ihat l110st mem-
bers in the Not1h American Division would
not SUP!XJt1 this conn"Ont<ltion with thc action
of the world church. There h,iVc been claims
that leaders have to lead, but we would feel

more confident if the leaders of our
beloved church were strongly leading in tJle
areas of truth and righteousness, where true
courage and faithfulness would be revealed.

One might ask the qucstion. ,. Why arc
our leaders so intimidated by the libenll
wing. of the Adventist Church?" It would

SCCI11 that these people have mueh more
political savvy than do those who arc faith-
ful members of the church, Indeed, faithful
mcmbers abhor politics, but the liberal
clemcnt of our church have no such inhibi-
tions. They arc politically strong; they or-
ganize; they have a well-articulated
though they are a minority in our church,
they have a strong influence in the election
of officers; and they seem 10 be well-heeled
financially. They exen an innucnce in the
body of Sevcnth-day Adventists that is oul
of proportion to their numbers. It would
secm lhat mcn who position above
principle arc readily trapped by the powcr
exertcd in the eleclion of leC:lders to the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

in 1989, ule late Elder Enoch Olivem,
then a vicc president of tJ1C Gencml Confer-
ence. spoke of an experience that he had
shortly after he anived in the United States.
He was invited 10 the home of Dr. Roy
Branson, now editor of Spectrum and one of
thc undoubted leaders among the liberal
political king-makers of the Sl;vcnth-day
Adventist Church. "nlcre, Elder Olivera lis-
tcned as ,1 numberorothersof likc persuasion
talked of the positions uley believed needed
to be controlled if they were to effect major
changes in thc direction of Ihe Seventh-day
Adventist Church. 11105C positions included
the editors of thc Ad"ell1;SI Ren'ew and
Sabbath School Les:wn Quarterly, the dean
of ule seminary, and other such intluemial
positions. It would seem now, fifteen years
after tJlis dialoguc, that much of thcir agenda
has been accomplished or is in the process of
being accomplished.

Let no onc think that the women's
ordination agenda is an isolatcd agenda. It
is only part of a much brO<lder scheme to
liberalize and de-emphasize the distinc-
tive doctrines and standards that makc the
Seventh-day Adventist Church Ihe called
of God, the depository of God's truth, thc
rcmnant church.

Their agenda also calls ror favorable
attitudes towards abortion, practicing ho-
moscxuals, the ccumcnical movement, the
charismatic movement, and pscudo-intel-
leclualism.

These members have no compunction
about placing before the public media the
disagreements within the church. This was
clearly shown by the article in theNell' York
TImes the moming of the '·ordination."
There is 110 loyalty that would give prolcc-

1."'========-=-1Colin D. Standish I=-========-!I
14 Uur Firm rflul/{!/lliOlI No....cml'll'r 1995



Wedo not believe in separation from the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, but we

are in grave risk, with this continued apostasy
led so often by leaders, that our church will be
split into liberal and conservative churches.

tion to the church and the issues that it
faces. Faithful church members havc
sought to protcct the good name of our
church by avoiding public airing of our
problems. Many who have been disfcIlow-
shiped, or whose churches havc been dis-
banded, have still protected the reputation
and the name of the church, but many
liberals have no regard for thc reputation of
God's remnant church. They have neither
regard for the Word of God nor for the
convictions of the majority of God's peo-
ple. TIley arc delemlincd, whalever it takes,
to be the tail that wags the dog. It is their
hope, by a constant media blitz, to eventu-
ally develop <I generation thal will believe
in their nonbiblical agenda. Thus, the Ad-
velltiSl Review, Insight, <md Ministry maga-
zines arc supporting, directly or indirectly,
this agenda. The liberals arc also supponed
by the independent publications Spectrum
and Ad\'e11lists Today.

As far as women's ordination is con-
ccmed, the protagonists emphasize the hope
that ordination will give to young women
who arc anxious to scrvo their Lord in the
fullest capacity. TI1CSC words sound like high
and noble ideas, but they arc completely
opposed to the conccpt of Scripture where
mcn and women are seen as equals, but
different. God ha' detet111ined different roles,
•md we surely havcscen the rdpid breakdown
of society in the post-Second World War era
where these values have been Lrampled un-
derfoot. '''TIlerc is a way which sccmcth right
Wlto a man, but the end thereof arc the ways
ofdeath." Proverbs 14: 12.

This is 1101 a women's issue, for most
women members of the church arc against
it. Some havc argucd that the developing
countries, who SO strongly voted against the
ordination of women at the Geneml Confer-
ence session, arc doing it because of their
traditional, male-oriented socictics. But, in-
deed, in all these countrics there is a plural-
ity of women members, and they certainly
arc in favor of the action that was taken at
thc General Conference session.

TIle chilling reality is that many of thc
fallen church of Babylon have held a much
higher standard on these moral issues than
has the Seventh-day Adventist Church. For
example, the Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod at its gcneral session held in August
of this year, reaffit1l1ed: (I) their stand
against the ordination of women elders; (2)
their stand against abortion rights; (3) their
stand in opposition to physician-assistcd
suicides. In nonc of these three areas has the
Seventh-day Adventist Church publiely
taken the high ground. We should be in the
vanguard of leadership in these areas, just

as we were in the temperance and the
religious liberty issues of the last century.

Those who have a regard for God and
His truth have been far too indolent. They
have written few leiters; they have ap-
proached few leaders. It would eem that
there is a casual or timid attitude. Many
hide behind the cloak that they are" no-
bodies." But, if hundred, of thousands of
,. nobodies" were to rise up and let ollr
leaders know that we willnol tolerate this
form of apostasy in God's beloved
church, a vast change would take place.
There should be thousands of lelters sent
to our General Conferencc president pro-
resting what happened at Sligo Church.

Each one individually should make it his
or her responsibility to write such a letter,
or send a fax, or make a phone call 10 let
our leaders know at all levels of our work
that we as Seventh-day Adventists do not
belicve in these measures, and that we
want 10 support God's Word and His
truth. If we fail to do Clnything in this time
of spiritual crisis, then we will stand as
guilty as those who have been the perpe-
trators of these evils within our church.

Not only should we be calling for the
maintell<mce of the slancc against the ordi-
nalion of women pastors, but we should be
urging that we reverse the stand of Ihe
ordination or women as local church ciders.
Further, it would be helpful to let all the
leaders of our church in the overseas divi-
sions know th,H we in Nonh America do
not support the libeml agenda of a minority
of the members of thc church in Ihis divi-
sion. It scems that many leaders by their
actions are seeking to fully alienate the
faithful members ofGod's church. It is as if
they want to push them out of the Scventh-
day Adventist Church and into another
church organization. We do not believe in
separation from the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, but we are in grave risk, with this
continued apostasy led so often by leaders.
that our church will be splil into liberal and
conservative churches, just as the Baptists,
Lutherdns, and others have been split.

1110 New York TImes, October I, 1995,
included an ,lrticle entitled, .. Episcopal
Vote Compels the Ordinalion of Women."
By a vote of 121 to 15, with 20 bishops
abstaining, the bishops of the Episcop'll
Church voted to compel four bishops to
pennit the ordination of female priests in
their dioceses. In 1976, it had been voted to
allow for the ordination of female priests,
but individual bishops were allowed to set
the policies in their own diocese. III othcr
words, the bishops could decide whether or
not they favored the ordination of women
priests in their diocese. However, nineteen
years later, that which was an option be-
camc a requirement.

This situation should not be lost upon
discerning Seventh-day Advcntists. It will .
be rccalled that the North American Divi-
sion requested Ihat each division have the
right to decide whether or not to ordain
womcn ministers. But, <is is so common
with those of liberal or so-called progres-
sive persuasion, they seem so reasonable
whcn they arc in the minority, but once they
attain the majority, they use the full force of
uleir power to coerce the conscicnce of the
minority. TIlere is nothing morc cenain
than that should the vote in Utrecht have
favored the North Amcrican Division in-
itintive, the time would not have been far
distant when eventually all divisions would
be considered disloyal if they did not follow
in the direction of the North American
Division. We must keep in mind thm this
has always becn the altitude of those with
an agenda 10 erode the fundamcntal princi-
ples of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Oh, let us pmy ulat God will still find the
faithful members within His church who will
with uleir voice, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up
thy voice likea tnJmpct, and shew my lXX>ple
their transgression, and the hOlLSC of Jacob
their sins'" Isaiah 58: 1. Who will declare,
"For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until
the righteousness thereof go forth as bright-
ness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that
bumeth." Isaiah 62: I. 0

NOh.'m!x:r 1995 Our Firm Fl)/wdmiofl 15



even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar
and !thamar, Aaron's sons." Exodus 28: I.
"And Moses took of the anointing oil,

and of the blood which was upon the
altar, and sprinkled it upon Aaron, and
upon his garments, and upon his sons,
and upon his sons' with him;
and sanctified Aaron, and his garments,
and his sons, and his sons' gannents wit.h
him." Leviticus 8:30.

ll1Cse holy garments were t.o be
tified with the priests who wore them. The
penalty for rending these sacred gannents
was death.

"And Moses said unto Aaron, and
unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons,
Uncover not your heads, neither rend your
clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come
upon all the people: but let your brethren,
the whole house of Israel, bewail the
burning which the LORD hath kindled."
Chapter 10:6.
"And he that. is the high priest among

his brethren, upon whose head the anoint-
ing oil was poured, and that is consecrated
to put on the garments, shall not uncover
his head, nor rend his clothes." Chapter
21 :10.

These priestly garments were not only
symbolic of the sacred office, but also
represented the righteousness of Christ.
the High Priest of the heavenly sanctuary.
These sacred gannents were to be made
"for glory and beauty." This was not only
because they represented the beautiful
robe of Christ's righteollsness and were
thus the symbol of His character, but also
as an example to alllsrael to teach them to
avoid carelessness in dress and to clothe
themselves in a neat and becoming man-
ner.

"The idolatry of dress is a moral
disease. it must not be taken over into the
new life. In most cases, submis:;;;ion to the
gospel requirements will demand a de-
cided change in the dress.

.. There should be no carelessness in
dress. For Christ's sake, whose witnesses
we are, we should seek to make the best of
our appearance. In the tabernacle service,
God specified every detail concerning the
garments of those who ministered before
Him. Thus we are taught that He has a
preference in regard to the dress of those
who serve Him. Very specific were the
directions given in regard to Aaron's
robes, for his dress was symbolic so the
dress of Christ's followers should be sym-
bolic. In all things we arc to be repre-
sentatives of Him. Our appearance in
every respect should be characterized by
neatness, modesty, and purity ..

only through the new birth, and citizen-
ship in the heavenly kingdom is a divine
gift. These blessings and privileges are
not obtained through confonnity to the
divine regulations regarding the diet,
dress, language, and customs of the saints
of God. But those who become members
of the family of God and citizens of the
kingdom of God will give evidence of
this relationship and demonstrate their
sincerity by cheerfully conforming to all
the restrictions and regulations and cus-
toms of the family and kingdom to which
they belong.

The Symbol ofRighteousness

THE Exodus movement was a refor-
mation, as has been every great
religious awakening or movement

to lead God's people out of the world. On
coming out of Egypt the Israelites had
many things to learn and many to unlearn.
For generations they had been influenced
by heathen customs and practices until the
line of demarcation was almost indistin-
guishable. Placing themselves under Di-
vine Leadership called for a complete
rcfonnation touching every phase of life.
They must learn to eat, drink, dress, and
act in harmony with their holy calling and
heavenly citizenship.

Citizenship in an earthly nation is a
favor bestowed by the government and is
not obtained on the basis of conformity to
its laws and customs. However, the per-
son who receives the gift of citizenship
will demonstrate his sincerity by obedi-
ence to the laws and customs of the
nation of his adoption. Likewise, mem-
bership in Ule family of God is possible

Symbolic Garments

Moses was divinely instructed to
make" holy gannents" for Aaron and his
sons who ministered in holy office.

.. And take thou unto thee Aaron thy
brother, and his sons with him, from
among the children of Israel, that he may
minister unto me in the priest's office,-------1 Taylor Bunch1-------
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Rings and bracelets were originally images
of the sun, moon and stars, which were

worshiped as pagan gods, and the making and
wearing of them violated the second
commandment.

"The words of Scripture in regard to
dress should be carefully considered. We
need to understand that which the Lord of
heaven appreciatcs in even the dressing of
the body. All who arc in earnest in seeking
for the grace of Christ will heed the
precious words of instruction inspired by
God. Even the style of the apparel will
express the truth of the gospel." Testimo-
nies, vol. 6, 96.

Sign of Character

But the Lord did not confine His dress
regulations to the priests. He gave instruc-
tions that regulated the dress of every
member of the movement. Their dress
mllst distinguish them from the world and
be an outward sign that they were children
of God.

.. And the LORD spake unto Moses,
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel,
and bid them that they make them fringes
in the borders of their ganncnts through·
out their gcncfCltions, and that they put
upon the fringe of the borders a ribband
of blue: and it shall be unto you for a
fringe, that yc may look lIpon it, and
remember all the commandments of the
LORD, and do them; and that ye seck not
after your own heart and your own eyes,
after which ye usc to go a whoring: that
yc may remember, and do all my com-
mandments, and be holy unto your God. I
am the LORD your God, which brought
you out or the land of Egypt, to be your
God: I am the LORD your God." Num-
bers 15:37-41.

After quoting this text the prophet of
the Advent movement wrotc: .. Here God
expressly commanded a very simple ar-
rangement of dress for the children of
Israel for the purpose of distinguishing
them for the idolatrous nations around
them. As they looked upon their peculiar-
ity of dress, they were to remember that
they were God's commandmentkeeping
people, and that J-fc had wrought in a
miraculous manner to bring them from
Egyptian bondage to serve Him, to be a
holy people unto Him.. . An Israelite
was known to be such as soon as seen, for
God through simple means distinguished
him as His." Testimonies, vol. 1,524.

Dress Rtstrictions

"The woman shall not wear that
which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall
a tmln put on a woman's gannent: for all
that do so are abomination unto the LORD
thy God. .. Thou shalt not wear a

gannent of divers sorts, as of woollen and
linen together." Deuteronomy 22:5, 11.

It is very evident that the Lord in-
tended that His people should be distin-
guished from the world by their clothing,
Women should not appear mannish in
their wearing apparel or men effeminate.
This distinction should especially be seen
in the hair-dress.

"Doth not even nature itself teach you,
that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame
mUo him? But if a woman have long hair.
it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her
for a covering." I Corinthians II: l4-I5.

The modem custom among women of
bobbing their hair is dangerously near the
borderline of disobedience to God's in-
structions regarding a clear distinction
between the appearance of men and
women. The boyish or mannish bob is
clearly a divinely forbidden custom.
Many other customs in modern dress are
breaking down the distinguishing marks
identifying the opposite sexes and are thus
contributing to the modem laxiry in moral
standards.
"For the loRD had said unto Moses,

Say unto Ule children of Israel, Ye are a
stiff-necked people: I will come up into the
midst of thee in a moment, and consume
thee: therefoTC now put off thy ornaments
from thee, that I may know what to do unto
thee. And the children of Israel stripped
themselves of their ornaments by the mount
Horcb:' Exodus 33:5-6.

These ornamenlS were solicited from
lhe Egyptians to finance the movement,
and not to wear. 1

"And the children of Israel did ac-
cording to the word of Moses; and they
borrowed [asked]' of the Egyptians jewcls
of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment:
and the LORD gave the people favour in
the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent
[grantedJ unto them such things as they
required. And they spoiled the Egyp-
tians." Chapter 12:35-36.

Their decking themselves with jew-
elry was the sign of their apostasy. The

golden calf was made from jewelry. and in
worshiping it they worshiped their hea-
then ornaments which in their originals
were pagan gods, images of the sun,
moon, and stars. The holy women among
the lsraelites did not adom themselves
with these Egyptian ornaments.
"Whose adorning let it not be that

outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and
of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of
the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the omament of a meek and quiet
spirit, which is in the sight of God of

great price. For after this manner in the
old time the holy women also, who
tmsted in God, adomed themselves, be-
ing in subjection unto their own hus-
bands." I Peter 3:3-5.

The Lord faithfully chronicles events
and customs regardless of whether they
are right or wrong. It is just as unreason-
able to use the example of persons men-
tioned in the Bible as an excuse for wear-
ing rings, including wedding rings, as it is
for the Mormons 10 get their belief in
polygamy from the examples of Abraham,
Jacob, David, and Solomon. Rings and
bracelets were originally images of the
sun, moon and stars, which were wor-
shiped as pagan gods, and the ma!dng and
wearing of them violated the second com-
mandment.

Belong to Babylon

•. Come down, and sit in the dust, 0
virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the
ground: there is no throne, 0 daughter of
the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be
called tender and delicate. Take the mill-
stones, and grind meal: uncover thy
locks, make bare the leg, uncover the
thigh, pass over the rivers. Thy nakednes.s
shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall
be seen: I will take vengeance, and I will
not meet thee as a man." Isaiah 47:1-3.
"Remove the vail."-R.V. "Bare the
shoulder." -Douay. ,. Shave your tresses

November 1995 Our Firm FOlll/dation 17



There is a terrible sin upon us as a people,
that we have permitted our church

members to dress in a manner inconsistent with
their faith. We must arise at once and close the
door against the allurements of fashion.

and strip off your robe. Bare your legs;
strip yourselves barc, exposing your
shame." -Fenton. Here is a picture of the
nudist tendency in modern Babylon.3
How sad that these immodest heathen
customs are imitated by many of the
daughters of Zion!

.. Moreover the LORD saith, Because
the daughters of Zion are haughty, and

walk wilh stretched forth necks and wan-
ton eyes, walking and mincing as they go,
and making a tinkling with their feet:
therefore the Lord will smite with a scab
the crown of the head of the daughters of
Zion. and the LORD will discover their
secret parts. In that day the Lord will lake
away the bravery of their tinkling oma-
ments about their fect. and their cauls, and
their round tires like the moon. the chains.
and the bracelets. and the mufflers, the
bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs,
and the headbands, and the tablels, and the
earrings. the rings, and nose jewels, the
changeable suits of apparel, and the man-
tles, and the wimples, and the crisping
pins, the glasses, and the fine linen, and
the hoods. and the vails. And it shall cOme
10 pass, that instead of sweet smell there
shall be stink; and inslead of a girdle a
rent; and instead of well set hair baldness;
:md instead of a stomacher a girding of
sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty.
Thy men shall fall by the sword, and Ihy
mighty in the war." Chapter 3: J6-25.

The distinction lhat should exist be-
tween Christians and worldlings in their
outward appearance is illustrated by the
attire and appeaf<lnCe of the two symbolic
women of Revelation 12 and 17. The first
represcnts the bride or church of Christ,
and the second the bride or church of
Satan. In Jeremiah 4:30 the "'daughter of
Babylon" is described as clothed "with
crimson," and decked ,. with ornaments of
gold," and her face rent "with painting."
The bride of Christ is simply, becomingly,
and modestly attired with no artificial
makeup or loud colors or gilded orna-
ments.

Gospel Standard

.. I will therefore that men pray every
where, lifting up holy hands, without
wrath and doubting. In like manner also.
that women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, WitJl shamefacedness and sobri-
ety; not with broided hair, or gold, or
pearls, or costly array; but (which be-

cometh women professing godliness) with
good works." I Timothy 2:8-10.
"I would have the women dress be-

comingly, with modesty and self-control,
nOI with plaited hair or gold or pearls or
costly clothes, but-as befils women
making a claim to godliness-with the
ornament of good works." - Weymouth.

A converted person will show the evi-
dence of his godly character in his outward
appearance... Cleanse the fountain, and the
streams will be pure. If the heart is righi,
your words, your dress, your acts, will be all
right." Testimonies, vol. I, 158.

The dress that symbolizes the charac-
ter of righteousness of Christ will be
becoming and attractivc. "We are not to
feel it our duty to wear a pilgrim's dress of
just such a color, just such a shape, but
neat, modest apparel, that the Word of
Inspiration teaches LIS we should wear. If
our hearts are united with Christ's hean,
we shall have a most intense desire to be
clothed with His righteousness. Nothing
wi II be put upon the person to attract
attention or to create controversy." Testi·
monies to Ministers, 130-131. These
statements arc reasonable and lay down
fundamental principles.

,. Satan invented the fashions." Testi-
monies, vol. 4, 629.

.. Obedience to fashion is pervading
our Seventh-day Adventist Churches and
is doing more than any other power to
separate our people from God. I have been
shown that our church rules are very
deficient. All exhibitions of pride in dress,
which is forbidden in the Word of God,
should be sufficient reason for church
discipline. If there is ,I continuance, in

face of warnings and appeals and entreat-
ies, to still follow the perverse will, it may
be regarded as proof that the h",m is in no
way assimilated 10 Christ. Self, and only
self, is the object of adoration, and onc
such professed Christian will lead many
away from God.

"There is a terrible sin upon us as a
people, that we have pennilted our church
members to dress in a manner inconsistent
with their faith. We must arise at once and
close the door against the allurements of
fashion. Unless we do this, our churches
will become demoralized." Ibid., 647-
648.

In 19 I3 Bishop Foster of Ihe Method-
ist Church S<1id: "The church of God is
today courting the world. Its members are
trying to bring it down to the level of the
ungodly.... Do not Methodists, in viola-
tion of God's Word and their own disci-
pline, drcss as extravagantly and fashion-
ably as any other class? Do nOI the ladies
and often the wives and daughters of the
ministry, put on gold and pearls and costly
array? Would not the plain dress insisted
on by John Wesley, Bishop Asbury, and
worn by Hester Ann Rogers, Lady Hunt-
ington and others equally distinguished,
be now regarded in Methodist circles as
fanaticism? Can anyone on going into a
Methodist Church in any of our chief
cities distinguish the attire of lhe commu-
nicants from that of the theater and ball-
goer? . How (rue that the Methodist
discipline is a dead letter. Its rules forbid
Ihe wearing of gold or pearls or COSily
array. Yet no one ever thinks of disciplin-
ing its members for violating them. They
forbid the reading of such books and the
taking of such diversions as do not minis-
ter to godliness, yel the church itself goes
to shows and frolics and festivals and
fairs, which destroy the spiritual life of the
young as well as the old. The extent to
which this is now carried on is appalling.
The spiritual death it carries in its train
will only be known when the millions it
has swept into hell stand before the judg-
ment." Quoted in the Redell' and Herald,
Oelober 2, 1913.

God's Remnant People

The people of the Advent movement
who go through to the kingdom will be
clothed with the beautiful garments of
Christ's righteousness, the wedding robe
that prepares them for the coming Bride-
groom and ··the marriage of the Lamb."

,. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honour to him: for the marrhlge of the
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Chaste simplicity in dress, when united with
modest demeanor, will go far toward

surrounding a young woman with that
atmosphere of sacred reserve which will be to
her a shield from a thousand perils.

Lamb is come, and his wire hath made
herself ready, And to her was granted that
she should be an'ayed in fine linen, clean
,;lnd white: for the fine linen is the right-
eousness of saints,"' Revelation 19:7-8.

In Isaiah 52: I this character-robe is
c'llled "beautiful garments," and in
sians 5:25-27: "Husbands, love your

wives, even (IS Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself lor it; that hc
might sanctify and it with the
washing of water by the word, that he
might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but thm it should be holy and
without blemish."

It is said to be without "spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing," but it is "holy and
without blemish." The dress and appear-
ance of the Advcnt peoplc will be an index
to a character like that of their expected

Lord. "God will havea pcoplescparateand
distinct from the world. And as soon as any
have a desire to imitate the fashions of the
world, that they do 110t immediately sub-
due, just as soon God ceases to acknow-
ledge them as His children. They are the
children of the world and of darkness."
Testimonies, vol. I, 137.

"In dress, as in all things else, it is our
privilege to honor our Creator. He desires
our clothing to be not only neat and
healthful, but appropriate and becoming.
"A person's character is judged by his

style of dress. A refined taste, a cultivated
mind, will be revealed in the choice of
simple and appropriate attire. Chaste sim-
plicity in dress, when united with modest
demeanor, will go far toward surrounding
a young woman with that atmosphere of
sacred reserve which will be to her a
shield from a thousand peri Is...

,. It is right to love beauty and to desire
it; but God desires us to love and to seek
first the highest beauty-that which is
imperishable, ..

h Let the youth and the little children
be taught to choose for themselves that
royal robe woven in heaven's loom-the
'fine linen, clean and white" (Revelation
19:8), which all the holy ones of earth will
wear. This robe, Christ'S own spotless
character, is freely offered to every human
being. But all who receive it will receive
and wear it here..

"This apparel will make them beauti-
ful and beloved here, and will hereafter be
theirtitle of admission to the palace of the
King." Educarion,248-249. 0

Editors' Footnotes:

I While all the physical needs of the children of
Israel were supplied by the Lord during their
journl:y to C:maan (l:'ce Deuteronomy 8:2-4;
29:5), the people were abk to conlrihlltl: from

materials that could be uscd for
thl; building of the S<lnclu;lry :Ind its furnilun:.
For commcnts regarding the translation or Exodus
12:35-36, plci.lse sec Taylor Bunch's artiel.:. l;nti-
tled "Organization and Financcs," (Our Firm
FOlll1darioll, September 1995, page 19).

\ Somo.; Bible studcllIs illwrpml Isaiah 47: 1-:\ as a
of God to put B'lbyloll 10 nuhl;r

than an immodl;$t tendcncy for show or scnsual
ple:l::-url:. However. either illlCrprl:latioll uphokl'i
lhe poim that immodest :.lUire is shameful.

Laodicea
Her Authority, Organization, and Destiny

by Vernon Sparks; introduction by Ron Spear
Twenty-two 10 appendixes; 384 pages

FEW will question the fact that there is rt shaking going on among
God's people. Lcwdicea disclIs::icS the lhree prophesied steps in

the purification process of the relllnant church. It helps us to know
what phase of this important work we arc presently
in and of what we need to be purified.

How can we justify the existence of self-suppon-
ing institutions lhm minister in areas normally carried
out by the denomination? When and how is Laodicca
shaken? What will be the end results? Will she, or has
she, become pan of Babylon? How can we know?
Will lhere be anmher church? How doe'S Laodicca
relate to the invisible church? n,cse and other timely
questions are spccilically addressed.

Many.imponant aspects of God's remnrtnt people are presented
in the light or past, prc.'Sem, and future prophesied events yet to take
place in the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Inspired solutions are

for problems that may be encountered.
Order your copy of Laodicea for just S12.S0 plus shipping. Please see

page 3 for shipping and sales tax information.

The Sin Problem
by Ron Spear

Ron Spear's latest book, rhe Sill Problem, arrives while
many arc continuing to cloud the issues. While some within
Adventism arc teaching the Evangelical gospel making
decided attack..c; against the pillars of Adventism, The Sill Prob-
lem presents insights into the truths which uphold ancl strengthen
the very pillars that others strongly deny.

As is always Elder Spear's style, he uses the Bible ancl the
Spirit of Prophecy to shed light upon Adventism's pillars. He
presents several themes which concern the sin problem. Chapter
titles include:

The Sin Problem and.
• the Leaven of Truth
• the Sanctuary
• the Three Angels' Messages
• the Sabbath
• Babylon's Wine
• Righteousness by Faith
• the Born Again Experience
• and the Great Delay.
Order The Sill Problem today for just S5.00 plus shipping.
Please see page 3 for shipping and sales tax information.
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But that is not how it is with the vast
majority of Christians today. God is some-
thing, but He is not "all in all." I ;)111 a timl
believer lhat we arc not Goers children
unless we are such entirely. Christ emphati-
cally states, .. So likewise, whosrever he be
of you that forsaketh not all that he haul, he
cannOI be my disciple:' Luke 14:33. But
this is not how it was with me 'It first. No.
At' first, with me it was "I and not Christ."
Next, it was "I and Christ." Perhaps now it
is even "Christ and I.... But God wants ilto
be "Christ only:' and not I at all.

Christ wants my heart and hands 10 be as
free to serve Him as His he.:m and hands were
to serve mc. We arc to let Him have all there
is of us: body. soul, mind, spirit. time, w]ellts,
voice, possessions-literally everything.
God wants lIS to lay our whole life open
before Him that He may guide it, direct it,
and restore it to His original pattern.

He wants us to see that apart from Him
we are hopelessly lost to seltishness in all of
its fOims. God wants us to find our suffi-
ciency in Him and not in ourselves. our
abilitics, our money, our understanding, nor
in our possessions, professions, doctrincs,
refonns, church affiliation, or even in our
church attendance. Do you think t'his is
going too rar? God docs not think so, for
His infallible Word clearly Sl<1tCS, "Not thai
we are sufficient of ourselves to think any
thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is
of God." 2 Corinthians 3:5.

A measure of surrender we are all
willing 10 make, and indeed, we think it is
fit and proper that we should surrender.
But an utter abandonment, without any
reservation, seems to us too much to be
asked. We are afraid of it! It involves too
much. We think it is too great a risk. We
desire to be measurably obedient, but to
be perfectly obedient almost appalls us.

Love gives all and must have all in
return. The majority are hesitating to take
"The Last Great Slep.- Very few have
ventured into this complelC life "hid with
Christ in God:' Colossians 3:3. But ven-
ture forth we must, "For the love of Christ
constraineth LIS." 2 Corinthians 5: 14.

A few years ago, J asked a close
business acquaintance of mine if my fam-
ily could usc his island retrcat for sollle
much needed rest. After we paddled out 10
the island in OUf canoe and had set the
vacation home in order j Sally and I went
down to the dock to sun ourselves.

Jilll Hollllberger alld his l1'ife. Sally. ojRestora-
tioll/ntematiolla!, Jive ill Polebridge. Moma"a.
lIlId have dedicated their li\'l!'" jidl-time 10
reaching aff people with the practical gmpe!.

The Last Great Step
MOSES took the step, and John

the Baptist took the step. So did
Peter, James, John, and the

apostle Paul. They gave they
surrendered all; they trusted and de-
pended fully in God. They all took the
step that God is waiting, waiting pa-
tiently, for you and me to take.

I call it "The LIst Great Step." There
are but few, very few in OUT day thClt
have taken it, although it is available to
us all, irrespective of our past, our abili-
ties, our knowledge, our religion, or our
nationality. Going all the way with God
is what I Corinthians 15:28 admonishes
us to do, "that God may be all in all."
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This day my one and only motivation was to
live to please God all day long, however

crucifying to my own will and way.

Now, what do you suppose our two
sons did? Why they set about to explore
every inch of the island. It was not long
before our boys were back with a full
report. .. Father and Mother, you will
never guess what we found!"

;, Please tell us.""
"On the west side of the island there are

some tall cliffs with diving boards built into
them. One really high cliff is about the
height of our onc and one-halfstory home."

Then they asked the big question:
"Father, can you go off itT'

"Why, of course, I can.""
.. When?'" they asked together.
That was when I started hesitating. I

knew I could go off it, but they wanted me
to do it now!

.. Perhaps after lunch" was my reply.
Again my two eager boys approached

l11e after they had finished the dishes.
<. Father, arc you rcady to go off thm tall
diving board?"'

". Listen boys, it's not good to swim
after eating a meal. I need to let my food
digest." Again I was hesitating.

Finally, late in theaftemoon, they coaxed
me over to the t.1llest diving board. I walked
oul 10 tl,e end of it and looked down.

.. Jump," my boys shouted... Jump!"

., Just give me a minute'"

.. What arc you waiting for?" they
que::;tioned.

"1 am going to count to ten, and then
I'll jump."

"Father, we will count for you. 1-2-
3-4," they counted rapidly.

"No, 1"11 do my own counting:'
A lot of us are just like that; we aTC

hesitating to take that great step. We know
others have done it. We know we will not
be hurt, yet we hesitate and postpone.

Friends, God is waiting for all of us to
lake that·· Last Great Step." We know it is
possible becausc others have done so be-
fore us. We know it is the best life, but we
hesitate, fearful of yielding all. Yes, we
are truly fearful of living every moment to
please God through all our actions, even
though we know it is the best and happiest
thing in the world to do.

1 did take the plunge off the diving
board that day. Not once or twice, but at
least a half dozen limes, as eventually did
my two sons, as well as my wife,

Now, J have a question to ask. If I
never would have ventured to take that
first jump. do you think my boys would
have? Probably not!

Many of LL'; wonder why our youth are
not following our profession ofChristianity?
I believe it is because it is only a profession

and not a living, vibrant experience in our
daily lives. When youth daily see lIS live
what we profess, then they will desire to walk
as we walk, not walk as we have talked.

1can remember the day God asked me
to go all the WHy with Him. That day I was
to live to please God in all the actions of
my daily life, from the time 1 arose in the
morning to the time 1 turned out the lights
that night. He wanted every thought,
every word, and every duty of my every-
day life centered and filtered through

Him. In shan, I was to live with the one
desire to please Him and not myself, to
devote myself LO Him, nOt just in profes-
sion but ill all the common duties of
ordinary life.

Would I consent to go all the way with
God? Would I allow Him to live out His
life in me, to have me fully, entirely,
completely, one hundred percent'!

At first, I was scared to give God aiL
But as I thought about it, I kncw in
principle that His will for my life was
best. Yes. I would cooperale with God; I
would allow Him to perfect in me His will
and way, and in cooperating with Him I
would become that new creature in Christ
Jesus, my Lord and Saviour.

The next day, God awakened me at
4: 10 A.M. With zest and vitality I SlIt
straight up in bed and said, "Good Illom-
ing, Lord, I'm all Yours today. rm clasp-
ing my hand in Yours and by Your grace
I'm not letting go. I will consult with YOLI
on every thought. tilter every word, and
screen all my activities through You. No
longer will I be a slave to my own will,
desires, and passions. But, by the power of
an abiding Christ, J will live above the
power of the tlesh, the world, and selfish-
ness. Today, I am a free man in Christ.
And, Lord, I know you will make it all
real to me."

Just then Sally woke up, looked up at
me, and said, .. What are you beaming
about?"

With a smile I said, '"Today I walk
with God all day, the entire clay."

Her response was, .. Really? Come
now."

My wife knew this stubborn German
she had married. She had reason to doubt,
for she had been married to me for nearly
twenty years.

This was my first trial. I could so
easily have gotten irriwted with her, but
God was calling for the surrender of that
irritation. I yielded it to Him promptly and
said, "Sally, I've had it with partial Chris-
tianity. God has shown me that the Power

is there. I have just not cooperated, surren-
dered, and trusted in Him as it is my

to. But, today I"m all His:'
This day my one and only motivation

was to live to please God all day long,
however crucifying to my own will and
WHy. I can honestly S<iy, I waS tc."tcd and
tried all day long, but in every conscious
circumstance I heard the still small voice
in my conscience calling me to surrender
my will and to trust in Him for strength.
wisdom, and direction. Sec Isaiah 30:21;
Hebrews 13:5; Matthew 28:20; John
I0:27; Psalm 32:8. 1n every situation that
carne to my attention I immediately tumed
to my Saviour with all attitude of consent
and cooperation. 1 found out that He is
able to kecp I11C from myself all day long.
Sec Jude 24.

I would love to share the entire day with
you, recalling all its joys, trials, challenges,
confrontation::; and delivcranccs, but that
would take a book. So, instead I will share
with you onc event that characterizes the
essence of the entire day.

h was 3:00 in the afternoon; I had just
finished enjoying a delicious meal Sally
had prepared. I looked at my boys and was
about to say, ,. Please clean up the dishes
and table," when I sensed that still small
voice of my conscience saying... Give the
boys some time off, and you can clean up
the dishes. '" That is where the tnte abiding
experience begins, in thc realm of our
thoughts. We are admonished in 2 Corin-
thians 10:5 to bring" into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ:·
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This is where it all begins, in a call to
surrender. But this call to surrender is not a

one-time call, but it is a continuous call
throughout our entire day.

Now, this thought was either from
God or from thc ncsh. Somc have askcd
me how I know whether it is God, the
flesh, or the devil. I have generally found
that if it is a call to meekncss, humility.
the serving of others' needs. and death to
l:ielf, it is probably not from the devil or
the flesh. It is God and God's spirit of love
that draws upon us to live <.1 life of service
to others.

Bringing this thought into obedience
in this situation meant to first submit my
will to His will. "Yes, Lord, I'd be per-
fectly happy to do the dishes." Then I
trusted in Him for divine grace to cheer-
fully perform that whieh He had called me
to do. As I cooperated in preparing the
dishwater, placing the drying rack on the
counter, and then washing the dishes, my
two sons delightfully assislcd in clearing
the table, stacking all the dishes so they
would be ready for my wet hands to clean,
dry, and put away.

My wife had been observing me all
day. To my mnazemem, she sat down in
our Lazy Boy chair and jusl sat there
pondering the changes she had seen in her
husband throughout the day.

Then she noticed me washing quan jar
which had some baked-on applesauce on
the outside rim. I should say here that my
way of doing dishes is different from her
way ofdoing dishes. I like 10 get them donc,
period. She likes to get them done right. As
I was scmbbing the quart jar I thought to
myself, This dried-on applcs;.luce is just on
the outside. Why spend SO much time and
effon on such a little speck? So I rinsed the
jar and set it on drying rack. That was
when she stood up, walked over, and pulled
the quart jar out of the drying rack.

Instantly, I sensed irritation rising and
wanting to control mc. TI1C decision is
always minco I can eithcr yield to the flesh
or to the Spirit. Will I choose to get irritatcd
and express some negativc thoughts, or will
I choose to surrender thcm and leave them
alone. I chose, by the grace of God, to yield
the irritation to God.
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Then, Sally took the jar and not only
inspected it closely, but raised it up to the
light in front of me. I could 110t believe my
eyes. This is so unlike my wife. It was as
though she was putting it under a micro-
scope.

In the past when such a difference of
opinion would come between liS, I would
say something like, "You ought to at least
be thankful I'm doing the dishes."

Her inspeclion seemed like more than
my flesh could tolerate. It was tclling me
to let her have it. give her a piece of my
mind. In my other em, so to speak, the
Spirit of Ihe Lord was saying, .. Yield it 10
me. It is just a little thing'"

Praise God, I had made nn agreement
with Him thaI He could have all that there
was of me. Promptly, I yielded again.
Suddenly, my precious Sally dropped the
quart jar into Ihe water, and it splashed
soapsuds onto my shirt. the inward
battlc ensued. "This is just too much to
tolerate;' 'aid the flesh ... It is just a little
thing, Jim; yield it to me;' said the Spirit.
As Joshua 24: 15 says so well: .. Choose
you this day whom ye will serve." Again,
the choice had to be made of surrendering
my will and pUlling my complete depend-
ence in my Lord and Saviour. That is the
gospel! The gospel that saves me from
me. Jt is saying, •. Yc.<;" to God and" No"
to self.

Have we found this gospel, friends?
Do we believe Ihis experience is attain-
able? It is not the mere attendance of
church once a week. It is nor Tnl;rely a
mental assent to some doctrines or an
entering into some reforms. But it is <.l

complete surrender of all I am, all I have,
and all I desire to the Lordship of Jesus
Christ. It is a continuous dependence in a
power outside of myself to guioL:, instruct.
and empower me in all the common duties
of life. It is <tn attitude of pleasing God in
every action, thought, and word through-
out my entin: day. It is a continuous
sHying" No" to the flesh and" Yes" to
God. It is wholly living to picasI.':: God and

to do His will however crucifying to
oneself.

Such a life is continuou Iy available to
all, regardless of our religious affiliation.
belief. or understanding, because it goes
beyond mere doctrine, membership, and
profession, and enters into the first and
most fundamental principle of Christian-
ity-living to please God in all our ac-
lions.

That is why individuals like Mary
Magdalene. who had lived a harlot's life,
could so quickly and readily become the
most devoted and virtuous of all. If it is so
re<ldily available to a depraved sinner such
as Mary Magdalene, who had no church
membership, 110 higher le<'lming, or great
position in society, then certainly therc is
hope for all of us if we will take "The Last
Great Step."

Many times that day God called for
the surrender of my will to His will. This
is where it all begins, in a call to surren-
der. But this call to surrender is not a
one-time call. but it is a cOlllinuous call
throughollt our entire day. TIlat is whal
trips up so nlHny of liS. We do nOI realize
that there is a continuous reckoning of
dying to self. That is why the apostle Paul
said, "I die daily." I Corinthians 15:31.
Whenever Paul's will and his desires con-
flicted with duty and the will of God,
instead of following impulse and inclina-
tion, he would, in faith, surrender them to
God.

That is the first part of this" Great
Step" -<:I willingness to not only surren-
der all to God, but a willingness to con-
tinuously all to Ihe will of God.
The second part is continuous dependence
in Christ to be with me, guide me, instruct
me, and empower me to do His will. This,
then, is faith, a faith that works by love,
purifying our every thought word, (jnd
action.

"The Last Great Step" is a step of
faith which will consist of a constant
renunciation of self and a continuous de-
pendency in Christ. As long as our faith is
active and continuous we will be able to
walk with God.

That day I did surrender every known
conflici to God. Now He is preparing me
to walk wilh Him continuously as did His
SOli. This is what God is calling each one
of LIS to do. Will you not join me in taking
this" Last Great Step"? 0

-'Yuu can choose to serve
Him." Steps to Christ, 47.



Thank you so much for Our Firm
Foul/darioll magazine. God has richly
blessed me through your ministry and
magazine. I'm sending a $20 free-will
offering for Subscription Assistance.

BG, Florida

I am glad to "]lOW that yOll are not
only taking the time, but also the expense
and energy to make the world know the
wonderful writings of our prophet, Ellen
Gould White.

I just wanted to request that you send
me some printed excerpts from the Spirit
of Prophecy, including: Our Firm Fou1/.-
daTioll; Heralds oj TruTh; huth For To-
day; and HealTh For Today. JL, Kenya

I have been blessed by reading the
copy of Our Firm Foundotion a friend
lent me. May the Lord supply the effi-
ciency in your work through the Holy
Spirit.

I am a boy, age eighteen. I am attend-
ing high school. [ would very much like to
read more editions of Our Firm FOllnda-
lion, but I cannot pay the subscription
fees. I therefore request that, if it is possi-
ble, you may send a few copies of either
old or new editions of this magazine.

Out here the people are hungry for lhe
True Word, but the Word, especially as
given by Mrs. White, is hard to comc by.
Somc othcr areas still enshrouded in
darkness are prophecy (end-time), health
message, and the Sunday-Sabbath con-
troversy. I would very much appreciate it
if you could shed light on any of the
above-mentioned areas. I believe a few
copies of Earfh ':>, Filial Wamillg would
rouse a few sleeping sentinels to the
danger before us.

I look forward to hearing from you.
May His Spirit guide all who work for
Hope Intemationallhat the truth, and only
the truth, be taught to His flock. May lhe
Lord bless you. TB, Zimbabwe

I thank you so much for the wonderful
Our Firm FOUl1dafioll, which has given

me so much strength in these days we arc
living in. I hope everyone could read and
understand the wonderful message that
God is giving through His servants.

Oh, may God bless you all and guide
you and gi ve you strength as the end
approaches! I hope I can be able to help
you. As soon as I get some moncy, I'll
send it to you.

Now, as I noticed my subscription is
just about out, I'm sending you $20.00 in
cash, and use the rest for some of your
other needs. BP, Washington

Responses from Earth's Filial Warning

I received a copy of Earth's Final
Waming today. Looks well done and in-
formative. Enclosed is a donation to sup-
port publishing.

Please send information on how to
help distribute and sponsor the newspa-
per, the specific arcas it has been distrib-
uted l and other areas that need to be
reached. Please send me a copy of Her-
ald, qf Peace and five copies of your
newspaper. PB, Calijomia

I like your paper. J would like to
obtaiJ, more of your information. Also, if
you have tapes 011 Earth's Final. Warning,
J would like some information on them.

DR, Hawaii

My brother in Hawaii mailed me a
copy of Earth ':>, Final. Warning. Your
message is Right On! I am very willing to
help spread this message to the people
here on this and some of the neighboring
islands. If you can send me a full box, I'll
sec to it that they get out to the people. If
there should be any response from it,
please let me know. I'm more than
ing to do follow-up. I'm a Seventh-day
Adventist, self-supporting lay missionary
also. D, Guam

I received this newspaper IEarrh 's Fi-
nal Waming] today and I really appreci-
ated the many confinnations I received,

since I've been a Pentecostal Christian for
fifteen years.

I've been so disillusioned with what
the Bible says compared with what is
preached and accepted by Christians as
"Truth." Please send Bible studies and
whatever material you have. DS, Hawaii

I received Ear/h's Final Warning on
the New World Order and, Oh' How I
enjoyed reading it! I read the kind of
information that I have always needed,
Le., information on current affairs versus
Bible prophecy. I thank God, you have
been the answer to my prayers. Now,
please send me more copies of the same
for my friends here, especially those who
haven't heard the Sabbath truth.

I am a Seventh-day Adventist and
would like 10 receive the following:
Rome's Challenge, Heralds q(Peace, The
Bible Study Companion SeT, and Bibles
for my friends here. AM, Kenya

I would like a few copies of your latest
edition of the Heralds oj Tnllh. I was
touched by your publication and would
like to spread the gospel among my fellow
law students at the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill. Thank you.

ID, North Carolina

Please send me the pamphlet entitled
A New World Order, Earth's Final Warn-
ing. It is a pamphlet I have come acrOSS
with the picture of the Pope and President
Clinton on the front page.

If there is a cost. Please let me know,
but I really need a copy of that pamphlet
in my possession. OM, New York

Enjoyed your paper Earrh's Final
Warning. Do yOlI have a church near
here? It's nice to read lhe true gospel.
Evcrywhere you tum you find churches
saying the Ten Commandments arc gonc,
not in effect anymore, that Jesus did away
with them, and it's all right to work on
God's Sabbath. FW, Missonri
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L ast month Colin
Standish gave the
'first part of his re-

POrt concerning [he /995
General Conference session. /11 the fol-
lowing article we conclude his report of
the positive and negative highlights of
thoc session. EDiTORS

7) OrJ(Qnizational and manual
changes. An unprecedented number of
constitutional and manual changes were
proposed for this General Conference. Over
fifty changes were proposed for the Chllrch
ManuaL and seventy changes for the consti-
tution. Of course, some of these were mi-
nor, or editorial changes, but many of them
were of great significance. There is no
qucstion but that there was great bewilder-
ment on the part of the delegates when
faced with so many issues in rapid succes-
sion. Certainly the delegates needed to have
these recommendations in hand many
months before the General Conference ses-
sion in order to intelligently dialogue and
investigate. Virtually no delegate seemed
able to comprehend tl,e totality of the
changes or the implications and ramifica-
tions of them. This caused an unprece-
dented number of recommendations to be
referred back to committees for modifica-
tions or clarifications.
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Indeed, on Tuesday morning almost
all recommendations were referred back.
The backlog of recommendations being
referred back to the Church Manual Com-
mittee and the Constitutional Committee
was horrendous. It seemed that the Gen-
er-dl Conference session was in chaos and
in grave danger of not getting through its
agenda, but, in reality. it did get through
its agenda. Most of the revised wording
was accepted by the delegates; although
as it came back after the women's ordina-
tion vote. unfortunately, every vote was
taken with only a minority of the dele-
gates present.

Delegates were visibly frustrated by
the inflexibility of the rules placed upon
them by the chairmen of the session. It
clearly appeared that the chairmen were
under strict instructions to greatly limit
the options of the delegates. Most efforts
of the delegates were ruled out of order.
The delegates were not allowed to make
new motions nor were they allowed to
amend motions placed on the floor. To the
irritation of many delegates their only
option was to refer the item back to the
initiating committee. Such control, not

IColin D. StandishI

seen before to this extent,
calls for urgent addressing
before the next Geneml
Conference session.

Some good changes resulted from this
session. For example, the recommenda-
tion that all departmental associate direc-
tors be appointed by the Geneml Confer-
ence Executive Committee. rather than
elected by General Conference session,
was soundly defeated. However, J was
concerned when the delegates voted to
appoint the General Conference president
as the first officer of the General Confer-
ence. It was true that the recommendation
was modified significantly so that the
president would make decisions in COTl-
sultation with the other officers. But that.
to me, is not much different from the
General Conference president being ap-
pointed as CEO, which was what Elder
Folkenberg had suggested at the Fall
Council of 1994, but was voted down.

Some delegates did see the very clem
implications of strengthening the kingly
power that sadly has already developed so
tirmly within our church.
A real change that took place, that

merited deep considcrJ.tion. was the freez-
ing of the number of delegates for future
General Conference sessions. Two pro-
posals were placed before the delegates:



The offering most sweet and acceptable in
God's sight is a heart made humble by

self-denial, by lifting the cross and following
Jesus.

freeze the number of delegales at either
2,650, or at 2,000. The latter was voted,
but some overseas delegates felt the deci-
sion favored North America. I believe,
however, that there had to be some kind of
delegate limitation, because the General
Conference scs,,,ions have become enor-
mous. And, in reality, most delegates
make no contribution to the dialogue.
With such a large party there is no way
that more than a few delegates can make
any impact, and General Conference ses-
sions arc already vastly too expensive.

I doubt any of us will tTuly understand
the import of the organizational changes
made until we have seen them applied for
a number of years. They may prove to be
very serious, but we must wait to see their
full implications.

8) Programming. Once again there
was much of the superb musical program-
ming of yesteryear. However, there were
alarming aspects of programming at this
General Conference session. The Satur-
day night South Paci tic prcsentation be-
gan a series of presentations that were
greatly distressing. Here, during the Sab-
bath hours, what was unquestionably
from a technical view point the best pre-
sentation made by a rcporting division,
the expected blessing was destroyed by
the heavy rock music that was used as the
backgrow1d, and the unbelievable show-
ing of segments depicting football
matches, a wide range of sporting events,
and the advertising of the fact that Sydney
had been chosen to host the Olympic
games in the year 2,000. Further, the
dangerous puppet and clown ministry was
featured. What would have been wholly
unacceptable on another night became a
tragic desecration of God's holy Sabbath
day.

Sadly, some of the other reports also
deviated from their purpose, which should
have been to show the wonderful moving
of the Holy Spirit in bringing men and
women to Christ.

But it was the seeond Sabbath which
so tragically contrasted with the first Sab-
bath. During Sabbath school and the Sab-
bath afternoon programming, extensive
dramatization took place. It seemed that
no longer do we accept the clearest testi-
mony of the Spirit of Propheey Oil the use
of this fonn of entertainment.

..Death, clad in the livery of heaven,
lurks in the pnthway of the young. Sin is
gilded over by church sanctity. These
various forms of amusement in the
churches of our day have ruiJ1ed
sands who, but for them, might have

remained upright and become the follow-
ers of Christ. Wrecks of character have
been made by these fashionable church
festivals and theatrical performances, and
thousands more will be dest.royed; yet
people will not' be aware of the danger,
nor of the fearful influences exertcd.
Many young mcn and women have lost
their souls through these corrupting influ-
ences." Counsels on Stewardship, 202.
Emphasis added.

,. It is not a theatrical perfonnance that
glorifies God, but the presentation ofthe truth
in the love of Christ." Evangelism, 206.

"He should cut off from his meetings
everythiJ1g that has a semblance oftheatri-
cal display; for such outward appearances
give no stTength to the message that he
bears." Ibid., 50 I.

But in the afternoon, the presentation
for the youth was vastly worse. Not only
was there play-acting with much make-
up, but there was charismatic-type music,
with the young people in the choir sway-
ing to the music, with hands clasped
together and held high. There was much
clapping, cat calling, and whistling at the
conclusion, evidencing the worldline.<>s of
the presentation. It also showed that many
of our people arc oblivious to the sanctity
and holiness of worship and the reverence
of the Sabbath day.

<'(111cre is nothing more offensive in
God's sight than a display of instrumental
music when those taking part arc not
consecrated, are not making melody in
their hearts to the Lord. The offering most
sweet and acceptable in God's sight is a
heart made hwnble by self-denial, by
lifting the crosS and following Jesus."
Ibid., 510.

But it would be wrong to assume that
everyone was oblivious to the perfonn-
ances that had taken place. Many of those
delegates from the developing world were
especially shocked at what they had seen
and heard. They could not believe that this
could have been promoted at the General
Conference session. It is events like these

which are causing the members of the
non-Westem countries to have decreasing
confidence in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church of the Western World. There
Ileeds to be a solemn and prayerful reflec-
tion upon the aspects of the 1995 Gelleral
Conference session. Never before have
such patently worldly presentations been
made at a General Conference session.

9) The distributioll of Seventh-day
Adventists around the world. The rapid
growth of membership in overseas divi-
sions is greatly increasing the size of their
delegation. A number of people expressed

concern, for example, at the increasing
domination of the twO African divisions
in tJ1e dialogues at this session. lndecd, I
am thankful for them, because generally
their contributions were most helpful in
pre..<;erving the faithfulness of Seventh-day
Adventism.

At the present time, North America is
the sixth largest division in the world,
whereas twenty years ago it was the larg-
est. Presently, the five largest divisions
arc the Inter-American Division, South
American Division, the East African Divi-
sion, the Afro-Indian Ocean Division, and
the Asia-Pacific Division. If present
growth rates are sustained, by the year
2,000, if the Lord has not returned, the
East Africm1 will be the largcst division in
the world. By 1996, it should have edged
ahead of the South Amelican Division
into second place.

Some Western delegates arc afraid of
the impact of these divisions. l certainly
hope t11at they will continue to exercise
their increasing voting power in a way
that will be nonpolitical, but that will seek
to redress the increasing worldliness to be
found in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church of the Western World. As one
African delegate $.:"l.id to mc, '" We do not
need Western missionaries to come to
Africa, we need to send missionaries to
America." A well-stated, tragic comment
upon what is happening in the church in
North America.
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Only those committed to repentance,
reformation, and revival have any right to

hold sacred office in God's end-time church.

However, we would be blind if we
ignored the serious challenges in the over-
seas divisions. Satan has not left them
without problems of proportions.
Politicking is done openly in many over-
seas divisions; financial corruption is not
uncommon. and the fact that some Sev-
enth-day Adventist laity. and even pas-
tors. participated in the killings during the
civil war in Rwanda is devaslating. I
believe it is not too late for the church in
the Westem World to rediscover its moral
and spiritual foundation, and 10, ;. ask for
the old paths, where is the good way. and
walk therein." Jeremiah 6: 16.

Unfortunately. we have tended to find
it easier lO accommodate error than to
fight the battles that arc so necessary to
protect the flock of God against the in-
sinuations of Satan. In 1825 Charles
Caleb Colton made this observation,
... Pure truth, like pure gold, has been unnt
for circulation because men have discov-
ered Ihat it is far more convenient to

the truth than to refine them-
selves."

Unfonunately, that seems to be a de-
scription of what is happening to many
church leaders, pastors, ilnd members in
the Westem World. I believe that thc 1995

Geneml Conference session was a sober-
ing reminder of how far we have moved
away from the paradigm lhat God has
given to us. Westem delegatcs often ex-
hibited amazing differences from the Sev-
emh-day Adventism of the developing
world. I hope 'hat rather than putting aside
whal these overseas delegates said, as lack
of understanding. the Western delegates
will realize how far we in the Western
World have fallen away from the purity of
the gospel of Christ.

10. The General Conference Com-
mittee Gild North A mericoll repre-
sentation. There was an action taken at
the General Conference session to down-
size Ihe General Conference Committee
by about one-third, down to 240 mem-
bers. This naturally caused signific..mt
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concern for the associate of the
General Conference departments. be-
cause, among other things, it meant Ihat
they would no longer be voting members
of the General Conference Committee.
But the gain that took place was to in-
crease the percentage of participating
overseas delegates.

This was a move in the right direction,
although it still docs nol in any way
cquate the membership of the Gcneral
Conference Committee wilh the actual
percentage of the membership of each
division. The General Conference is pro-
viding funds to make sure that each divi-
sion has the resources to send its delegales
to the Fall and Spring Councils.

However, another issue was raised
concerning the fact thai at Annual COUll-
dis, North American local conference
presidents, college presidents, and some
hospital and publishing house presidents,
arc voting members at the AnnU:l1 Coun-
cil, though they arc not part of the General
Conference Committee. It was explained
by Eldcr Athal Tolhurst that sueh would
only be the case when the councils arc
held in North America. Whcn they are
held overseas the presidents of the di vi-
sion where the council is convened would

then have Ihe opportunity to attend and to
be voting delegates. I was surprised that
this answer seemed 10 satisfy the overseas
delegates. and no one raised ,IllY further
objection. But, in rc..1lity, this still main-
tains the inequality of Ihe domination of
North American personnel in a voting
capacity at Annual Councils.

Three out of five councils-the first.
third, and fifth of each quinquennium-
are held in North America, and therefore
would have the large contingent of North
American local conference presidents,
and so on, as voting members.

Two of the Annual Councils arc held
in overseas divisions each quinquennium.
but they will require rotation among the
tcn overseas divisions. That means that
during a twenty-five year period, the An-

nual Councils would be held fifteen times
in North America and once in each of the
ten overscas divisions. Therefore, the
cal conference presidents and company of
North America, will have fifteen times the
opportunity of being voting delegates at a
Fall Council as the delegates of any other
division in the world field. Presently, all
Spring Councils arc held in Nonh Amer-
Ica. If this continues, and the North
American Division local confcrence
presidents arc invited to attend, there
would be forty councils held in North
America during a twenty-five year period
and only one in each of the other ten
divisions. Somehow lhe reality of the
situation was nol grasped by overseas
delegates and the motion was voted as
prescnted.

I believc that this situation urgently
needs to be addressed, for when wc con-
sider that every poliey that docs not re-
quire a constitutional change can be de-
cided at either the Fall or the Spring
Council, it is essential that thcre be pro-
portionate delegation at these sessions to
provide the perspective of the world field,
rather than the dominating influence of
North America which has become so lib-
eral in recent decades.

Summary

In summary, I would say that the 1995
General Conference session wa' a mix. It
was so encourdging to sec the way certain
issues were resolved, and I believe there
were manifest evidences that the Holy
Spirit is still working to convict and refine
His people. Yet, there was also evidence
of the strong delennination of certain

within our church who are ag-
gressively secking to change the whole
direction of Seventh-day Adventism.
These clements must be identified and
removed from decision-making areas of
our church. It is plain that such elemcnts
arc in all levels of ollr work.

Only those committed to repent'mcc.
reformation, and revival have any right to
hold sacred office in God's end-time
church. But ultimately, only the sifting
and the shaking will do this work. My plea
to the readers of this magazine is to be part
of thosc who will not be hijacked by
hirelings who know not the solemn re-
sponsibility that God has placed upon
each one of us to be keepers of the
commandments of God and of the faith of
Jcsus. 0
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Twenty-one Days With Jesus
hy Jeff and Marlene Wehr

nothing of the tender sympathy that dwelt in
the bosom of Jesus. and their charac-
ters are transfonned, unless the heart is made
tender, and they become part..lkers of the
divinc nature, they will makc grave blunders.
and fail to become inhabitants of heaven."
Rel·;e", alld Herald, June 30, 1891.

I am so glad that our ministers arc now
having more to say about the TeSTimonies.
I can .. hear a sound of going in the tops of
the Illulberry trees" (1 Chronicles 14: 15),
and I do believe God is stirring up our
people in these mattcrs, and I know par-
cnts are becoming more faithful in in-
structing their children. In thc early days
of this message parents taught this truth to
their children in the house, walking by the
way, before retiring. and when rising, and
so must we teach it at this critical time.
The most important thing in this world
today is the third angel's message, and as
we retum to the old paths, leading others
in thc good way, wc shall see our children
becoming more and more interestcd in the
messagc.O

his stand again for the wholc truth, and was
baptized by Elder Loughborough, uniting
with the Battle Creek Church.

Brethren and sisters, there is one thing I
am positive of, ;md that is, in those early days
we lx::lievcd, appreciated, and studied this
important Gift as wc have not in later years.
Many in our ranks arc rcgrening that, as their
children lx."Come of age, they are leaving thc
message. There is certainly a and I
lx::lieve it is right on this point; wc have not
appreciated and studied the truth as we did
back in the memory of uS who have grown
gray in this truth. the work h,L'i grown, and
has been divided into marc de-
partmcnLt;;., is it not possible that we as

and leading brethrcn have studied
plmls for carrying on the different phases of
work until we hav!.:: neglectcd marc impor-
tant matters? All thl: way along the Lord has
been sending us counsel on this point. Years
ago we were told that, as ministers and those
in n::sponsible jX)Sitions... many are satisfied
with business activiry in the cau..<.;e of God.
while their heans arc destitute of love and
compassion one for another. They know

It hu.") heen said that it L:1.kes t\\'C111.1'·onc days
t.o leanl a lie\\' hahit OJ" t.o unkanl ml old onc. Lf, by
daily perseverance, we choose t.o hehold Jesus and
t.o ()lIow I1im, our lives \\ill becollle fashioned
afier the similitude ofChrisL

This hook is deSigned t.o help us develop t.he
hahi t of spend i liM: predoLis time \\-it h C'h risL By
reading one chapter each day fill' twcnt.)·-one days,
we will leanl IlUUlY IlCW and distinct. features of
Christ's altogether lovely charaet<.:: 1', and we \\'ill
ch.::\·clC)I) t.he habit. of spending that ilI1lxui.ilnl time
wit.h lIim C<.'1ch day. As we lean1 more ahout ,Jesus,
ollr lovc for IIim will grow, ml(1 we shall become
1110re like Ilinl eaeh day.

Twellly-<Jllc Days With Jesus is cxcellcnt to share with your family or
neighbors. 380 pages. On.ly $.53).5 each. 25% diSCOtult fiu-lO or more. Sec
page 3 for shipping and sales ta.x infonnation.

The testimonies of early church mem·
bers andpioneers often present encourage-
ment alld till/ely lessons for God's peopl£'
\Vito are living over IjO years ajier tlte
Ath'cI1II/lO\'cmcm began. One such member
u'(lS George 0. Slates. awhor of a book
emirled My Lodge Experience: Secret Or-
der and Why I Left It. Stares also wrote a
series of short accoullls emir/cd ..Lessons
From Past Experiences, " some of which
wefe firs/hand experiences lI'i/IJ the White
family. 71lis series was published in the
Review and Herald/ralll 1906 to 1908.

No.4
Soon after the Messenger party wenl

down, my people moved away from Syl-
van, and for some years livl::d where then::
were none of our people. My father, hay·
ing become disgusted with the Messenger
party, did not make any profession for
years, bUl mother always took the Re\'ieu'
and remained faithful to the truth amid all
these trying circumstances, and taught the
truth to us children. There were :1 few
times when work was quite pressing, that
father had my brother and me hdp, but
gencmlly he did not interfere with our
keeping the Sabbath.

In 1860 we moved near Battlc Creek,
where we lived a number of years.
Grandpa Hannon (Sister White·s father)
lived in Battle Creek. and used to visit us,
sometimes staying a few days. Although
he was quite an old man, yet he seemed to
enjoy getting out in the field with us boys
and helping hoc and rake. Although I was
quite young, yet his eamest talk.... about the
first angel's the power 31-
h::nding it are still fresh in my memory.

At night he used to take charge, at
mother's request. of the family worship. I
shall always remember, as we sat around
the circle, his interesting tfllks ex-
plaining the truth, especially to father, and
of the mighty power accompanying his
daughter's visiolt'i. We used to enjoy his
visits very much, and his t.al10:; had much to
do in cstablishing father on points of truth
that had been troubling him. especially in
regard to the Te.\·Timollies; and he soon took
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The Spirit ofProphecy and the Last Generation

David Lin IVrires from China. IVhere he has
served rhe church for /IlOflY

could not have fulfilled this prophccy," of
Christ's triumphal cntry into Jemsalem.
Then she adds:

<, In like manncr Miller and his associ-
ates fulfilled prophecy and gave a message
which Inspiration had foretold should be
given to the world, but which U1CY could not
have given had they fully understood the
prophecics pointing out their disappoint-
ment, ;)nd presenting another message to be
preached to all nations beforc the Lord
should come. The first and second angels'
messages were given at the right time and
accomplished the work which God dc-
signed to accomplish by them." Ibid., 405.

An analogy of the misapprehensions
which caused God's people to be twice
disappointed is also made:

.. Those who proclaimed this waming
gave the right message at the right time, But
as the early disciples declared, 'The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand' (Mark I: 15), based on the prophecy

THe history of Christendom began
with the first advent of Christ, and
will close at His second coming.

This span of time was punctuated by the
Crucifixion and the crisis of 1844, which
to secular historians was a nonevent. But
to the Advent people that date is signifi-
cant because of its association with the
Great Disappointment of the Advent
movement. We note in this experience the
fulfillment of John eating the little open
book, which was sweet in his mouth, but
biller in his belly. Sec Revelation 10:9-
10. Hence, we see ourselves as a people
foretold in Bible prophecy, commissioned
to "prophesy again before many peoples,
and nations and tongues and kings....
Verse II. Emphasis supplied. In The
Great Controver;)', 404, Ellen White
makes an analogy between the two Great
Disappointments. She says:

.. Yet this [Millerite] Disappointn1ent
was not so great as was that experienced by
the disciples at the timc of Christ's first
advcnt. When Jesus rode triumphantly into
Jerusalem, His followers believed that He

was about to ascend the throne of David
and deliver Israel from her oppressors.
With high hopes and joyful anticipations
they vied with one another in showing
honor to their King.... When the Phari-
sees, disturbed and angered by this outburst
of rejoicing, wished Jesus to rebuke His
disciples, He replied: 'If these should hold
their peace, the stones would immediately
cry out.' Luke 19:40. Prophecy must be
fulfilled. 11,e disciples were accomplishing
the purposes ofGod; yellhey were doomed
to a biller disappointment. But a few days
had passed ere they witnessed the Saviour's
agonizing death, and they laid Him in the
tomb. Their expectations had not been
realized in a single particular, and their
hopes died with Jesus. Not until their Lord
had come forth triumphant from the grave
could they perceive that aU had been fore-
told by prophecy, and 'that Christ must
needs have suffered, and risen again from
the dead.' Acts 17:3."

Ellen White points out further that
.. Had the disciples realized that Christ
was going to judgment and to death, they

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!i!1 David Lin I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Satan has persistently sought to deprive us of it,
(the Spirit of Prophecy), so that we will

degenerate into one of the hundreds of so-called
"mainline" popular churches who are floundering
on lUlcharted seas and headed for nowhere.

of Daniel 9, while they failed to perceive
that the death of the Messiah was foretold in
the same scripture, so Miller and his associ-
ates preached the message based on Daniel
8:14 and Revelation 14:7, and failed to see
that there were still other messages brought
to view in Revelation 14, wltich were also
to be given before the advent of the Lord.
As the disciples were mistaken in regard to
the kingdom to be set lip at the end of the
seventy weeks, so Adventists were mis·
taken in regard to the event to take place at
the expiration of the 2300 days. In bOtll
cases there was an acceptance of, or rather
an adherence 10, popular effOrs that blinded
the mind to the truth. Both classes fuHilled
the will of God in delivering the lTIC&sage
which He desired to be given, and both,
through their own miSc.'lpprehension of their
message, suffered disappointment." Ibid.,
351-352.

Of God's purpose in this crisis we read:
"The disappointment also, though the re-
sult of their own misapprehension of the
message which they gave, was to be over-
ruled for good. It would test the hearts of
those who had professed to receive tl,e
warning. In the face of t.heir disappoinU11ent
would they rashly give tip their experience
(lnd cast away their confidence in God's
Word? or would they, in prayer and humil-
ity, seek to disccl11 where they had failed to
comprehend the significance of the proph-
ecy? How many had moved from fear, or
from impulse and excitement? How many
were halfhearted and unbelieving? Multi-
ludes professcd to love tl,e appearing of the
Lord. When called to endure the scofts and
reproach of tJ,e world, and the test of delay
and diS<'1ppointmem, would they renounce
the faith? Because they did not immediately
understand the dealings of God with them,
would they cast aside truths sustained by
the elearcst testimony of His Word?" Ibid.,
353-354.

Now 150 years have pas.<;ed, and we
face a new question: What is God"s purpose
in the present and the future clises? We notc
the pclrallcls drawn betwcen the disappoint-
ment of the early disciples and the experi-
ence of the Adventists in 1844. Could it be
that we arc also blinded by some misappre-
hension-a doctrinal misunderstanding-
as wc near the end? No. Common sense
dictates that those who are prepared to meet
Christ when He finally appears should not
meet with another disappointment -an-
other correction of doctrinal belief-as
there is no time left for another awakening.
For both the first and second disappoint-
ments were followed by subsequent awak-
enings. Christ had to explain the prophecies

to the disciples before they understood
them. Likewise, after 1844, the Spirit of
God led His people to search tl,e Bible for
light on the sanctuary rites, and then only
did lhe light dawn on them. But when
Christ docs retum, His followers should not
need to be corrected of any errors. To be
free from error and ready to meet the Lord,
they must have an abundance of light and
entertain no doctrinal errors. This is an
absolute prerequisite for lhe last generation
of God's chosen people. Do we have this
prerequisite?

As we number the hundreds of Chris-
tian denominations in our world, we note
that they all claim the Bible as the basis of

their creeds, yet they are diverse in faith
and practice. Sola scriptllra was a good
motto for the Protestant movement in its
struggles to be freed from Rome, but it has
failed to unite all Christians in one body.
What is missing? I submit that the missing
factor is the Gift of Prophecy, which
Ephesians 4: 12 says is "for the perfecting
of the saints, for Lhe work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ: till
we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto
a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ." The early
church was blessed with unity because it
had this Gift. The remnant church can
attain to unity and perfection only as she
gives this Gift its rightful place. For her
distinctive trait is to "keep the command-
ments of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus ChrisL"' And "the testimony of
jesus is the spirit of prophecy." Revela-
tion 12:17; 19:10. Herein is God's provi-
sion for the absolute prerequisite men-
tioned above.

What is so indispcnsible about this
Gift? Is not tl,e Bible sufficient for all our
needs? Ycs, it is. But Scripture must be
properly applied. To know what texts are
most applicable to problems we meet, we
need the help of the same Spirit which
inspired men to write the Bible. He comes
to liS now as the Spirit of Prophecy. He is

the divinely appointed Applicator of
God's Word, also His Expositor of ob-
scure texts. For example, Isaiah 66:24 is
explained in Early Writings, 294. All who
have studied the writings of Ellen White
note that it is full of Bible texts wisely and
fittingly applied to the problems in the
church, in society, and in the home. Apart
from quoted Scripture, her words invari-
ably d.irect readers to study the Bible
prayerfully and practicc its teachings.

We often say, We have the truth. But
how did we arrive at the truth to begin
with? ElIcn White's following testimony
describes the part played by the Gift of
Prophecy in the pioneering days:

"In the early days of the 111es&1ge. when
Our numbers were fcw, we studied diligently
to ulldcl'3tand the meaning of many scrip-
tures. At times it seemed as ifno explanation
could be given. My mind seemed to be
locked to an understanding of the Word; but
when our brethren who had assembled for
study came to point where they could go no
farther, and had recourse to earnest pmyer,
tl,e Spirit of God would rest upon me, 'md I
would be taken off in vision, and be in-
structed in regard to the relation of scriprure
to scripture" l11ese experiences were repeated
over and ovcr and over again. 11111S many
truths of the third angers message were
established, point by point." Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 38.

.. The brethren knew that when not in
vision, l could not understand these mat-
ters, and they accepted as light direct from
Heaven the revelations given." Ibid.,
book 1,207.

From the above testimony we see how
the remnant church was led by God through
the Gift of Prophecy. We have been blessed
with this Gift for the purpose of bringing all
God's faithful oncs into the unity and purity
of the faith and pmctice in modem times.

Becauseoftllis vital part played by the
Gin of Prophecy in the remnant church,
Satan has persistently sought to deprive us
of it, so that we will degenerate into one of
the hundreds of so-callcd "mainline"
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Earth's Final Warning

The obvious truth that the last generation of
saints will live before God without a

mediator, after the close of probation,
predicates that ... their characters will reveal
God's standard for translation.

popular churches who are floundering on
uncharted seas and headed for nowhere.

We need a horizontal view of church
history, to see our unique position among,
and our duty to, all churches which havc
not this Gift-a sign of God's presence.
.• It shall come to pass, that ten men shall
take hold out of all languages of the
nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of
him that is a Jew, &Iying. We will go with
you: for we have heard that God is with

you." Zechariah 8:23. "But he is a Jew,
which is one inwardly..' Romans 2:29.

Only the Spirit of Prophecy gives us
detailed prophecies of future developments
leading up to the mark of the beast, the timc
of Jacob's trouble, and the seven last
plagues. 111e Great COlllrol'er,'(f maps out

This is the latest edition of Earth's
Fillal Warning, an outstanding
tool, of which owr seven million copies
have circulatt.:d to date.

This 24-pagc tabloid is to
sound the three angels' alerting
the reader to Satan's lasHby dcceptions. It
comains:
• Documentation frolll Catholic-insider
sources of the pope's agenda 10 become
the dominant world Icader;
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our future in a flood of light which com-
prises the absolute prerequi,ite needed to
preparc the sainL>; for the last connict. Let it
not be said of us that '"Thcy understood
nonc of these things: and this saying was
hid from them,neither \...Ilew they the things
which were spoken." Luke 18:34.

We nced also to take the vertical view.
to sec where wc stand in the stream of
time. We arc in the final stage of church
history. To us Christ introduces Himself

as ·'The Amen, the faithful and tme wit-
ness, the beginning of the creation of
God."' Revelation 3: 14. Now He speak.> (0
the church through ., the tcstimony of
Jesus" (chapters 1:2,9; 12:17), which "is
thc spirit of prophecy" (chapter 19: 10), to
them who keep the Sabbath in obcdience

• t4 pages of selected material from 71w
Creal COl1froversy; and

• An 8-pagc insL:r1 entitled Row("s
lenge, a reprint of three editorials written
for The Catholic Mirror which acknow-
ledge Ihat the Cmholic Church claims to
have tnmsfcTTcd the sacredncs.<.; of Satur-
day to Sunday. TIle)' challenge the ProteM-
:lnLS to admit th3t thae is no scriptural
basb for the change to Sunday and that the
keeping of Sunday is a n::cognition of the
Roman Catholic Church's authority.

Share lhis message before it is too late!

l\linimUlTI Pril'l'
Quantity &I.:h Bulk Ilwilin1! i:.
2- to

1
SS¢ availahk for 20¢ per

;lddrcs.", including
11-399 25C tahlnitJ amI pO:-;lag-.:.
1-4 cases* 15< Pkusc n:qUl..:•..;\ OUT

"Bllik t\lailing
5+ "t:-;c.,,* 10< Informalion SheCl.··

*400 per case.
**Please page 3 for shipping and sales
tax infommtion.

to the Creator. Though she is rebuked and
chastened, Goers aim of a perfect church
as seen in Ephesians 5:27 must be at-
t<lined: '''That he might present it to him-
self a glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blcmish."' To
us this seems impo ·ible. But since it is
the I"t church, nthe zeal of the LORD of
hosts will perform this."' Isaiah 9:7.

The constant appeal for character per-
fection mude in the writings of Ellen White
indicates that they comprise the absolute
prerequisite nceded for the purifying of
God's remnant church. Among the most
prcciou:s texts in Revelation that identify
the church of the end·time are Revelation
3:7-22; 7:2-3; 10:1-11; 12:17; 1-+:6-12;
19: 10. By studying these (cxts and Th"
Gre(l/ we know what to ex-
pect, and will have no
The obvious trulh that the last generation of
saints will live beforeGod without a mcdia-
tOf, after the close of probation, predicates
that thdr \..."owledgc of trulh will be
and their characters will reveal God's
standard for tmnslation.

Other churchcs arc marking time
preaching static truth. We alonc proclaim
dynamic truth-prophecies which de-
velop with the flow of time. We have a
message from God for the last generation.

We preach lhe third angel's mcs.o;;age,
which, according to Revelation 14, will be
followed by the Second Advent. It is the
last message to bc given to the world. So
Satan is trying to silence it and put us to
sleep until we arc rudely awakened like
the disciples when the mob came to seize

and they were caught ill prepared.
The early church thrived occmlSC it had

the Gift of Prophecy. TIlen came the Dark
AgL.'S, corresponding to the dearth of three
i.md ;'1 half years in the days of Allab. when
the prophet's voice was not hcm(t. But, in
answer to Ihe prayers of Elijah, there camc
"a sound of abundance of rain." I Kings
18:41. We St.."C its modem manifestation in
the "Iauer rain'· (HOSClI 6:3; Joel 2:23),
when, aftcr ule close of the 1260 year.;. a
flood of light was shed on lL'" lhrough the
writing...; of God's messenger. It is Christ's
wedding prcscill 10 His bride, .. that he
might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash-
ing of water by the word:' Ephc.-;ians 5:26.

Thc writings of the Spirit of Prophccy
were given toclean:-.c His church and ann her
for the final conflict with Satan, who is bent
on destroying our faith in these writings so
that we will not prepare for the that is
S<X>1l to break upon lL"i. Let no one rob uS of
our heritage of present tmth. 0



I f you have a hasty temper, seek God for helpto overcome it. When you are provoked to
impatience, go to your chamber, and kneel
down and ask God to help you that you may
have a right influence over your children.

J

An address at the Generdl Confcrence, Wash-
ington, D. c., May 26. 1909. Printoo in the
Review lIlId Herald, Febmary 10, 17, 1910.

You remember the story of the woman
who was healed by touching Christ's gar-
ment when in the midst of a dense throng.
Her disease was such that no earthly
physician's power could help her. She
saw Jesus healing the sick, and hope
sprang up in her heart. She thought she
would wait her opportunity, ..mel when she
got within reach of the Saviour, she put
forth her finger and louehed the hem of
His gamlcnt; and immedialely she was
made whole. Sec Matthew 9:20-22. In
this experience there was a lesson that
Christ desired to impress on the rhrong
about Him. Humanity had connected with
Divinity, and the blessing had been re-
ceived.

Christ came to the earth to bring Di-
vinity to Illllmlllity. We need that Divinity;
young and old need it. [f you do not know
anything aboul this Power, I beseech you
for Christ's sake to seek for it. Endeavor
10 live a consistent life. Take hold of
Christ by living, active faith. Come to
Him just as you arc, helpless and depend-
ent, and say, "Lord, I believe; help thou
mine unbelief:' Mark 9:24. Help Ille 10
study Thy life, Thy self-denial and self-
sacrifice; help me to become a Christian
in every sense of the word. 0

ily. In His humanity He could lay hold of
by virtue of His divinity He

could bring power and health and grnce to
mankind. Thus, He would make men and
women partakers of the Divine nature and
able to escape the corruption that is in the
world through lust.

To liS is given the work of overcoming.
This is no haphazard work. Only as we

become partakcrs of the Divine nature can
we overcome our hereditary and cultivated
tendencies to evil. We must be trained to
understand and follow Bible principles; we
must leam of Christ the science of eating
and drinking to the glory of God.

The Lord desires 'hat His people shall
be a wise people, and carry a sensible
influencc wherever they go. He has given
us capabilities, and a part to act in His
work. Let LIS act our part as faithfully as
the four Hebrew worthies acted theirs.
Then angels of God will preside in our

The Great Judgment Day
by John L. Shuler

The Great Judgment Day is an excellent wilnessing booklet from the pen
of a very respected evangelist and Bible scholar. The book explains how the
longest time prophecy of the Bible is pointing to the appointment Jehovah has
made with each human being. The author explains how the cleansing of the
sanctuary spoken of in Daniel 8:14 began the judgment of God's people in
1844.

The account is given of how the Millerite
movement was raised up to announce that great
event and how Seventh-day Adventists are appro-
priately continuing to call attention to humanity's
appointment with their Creator. The judgment of
the wicked is also explained. Shuler tells of
Christ's ministry in the two apartments of the
heavenly sanctuary to blot out the sins of those
who have accepted Christ's pardon.

Colorful and attractive cover; 96 pages. Only
$2,50 each, 25% discount for 10 or more copies.

1_ See page 3 for shipping and sales tax information.

Continued from lJ
A Lesson in Health Reform

trained to be laborers together with Him.
When you act your part, you C<U1 trust the
Lord to act His part. Be strong in faith. and
teach your children that we are all dependent
upon God. Read to them the story of tlle four
Hebrew children, and impress their minds
with a realization of the influence for good

that was exerted in Daniel's time lx:cause of
strict adherence 10 principle.

In connection with your home, have a
garden if possible, where your children
can work and where you can work with
them. So them and SO arrange
their work that their spare time will not be
spent in idleness. Give Ihcm something
definite to do, and lei them feel that they
arc doing something to help father and
mother to sustain the family. Let the older
one.." fecI the responsibility of giving a
right example to the younger children. LeI
all act a part according to their years.
When the children thus trained attend
school, they will have clear minds. They
will be able 10 reason for themselves, and
will not accept that which this aile says or
what that onc says withollt somc proof.

I wish to say to every father and
mother, If you have a hasty temper, seek
God for help to overcome it. When you
arc provokcd to impatience, go to your
chamber, and kneel down and ask God to
hdp you that you may havc a righl influ-
cnce ovcr your children. Your children arc
God's children; they arc to have a life that
measures with the life of God. Can you
comprehend a life that measures with the
life of God? Jt was to give them this that
God sent His 5011 into the world. For this
Chrisl laid off His royal robe and kingly
crown and came to this sinful world as a
helpless babe. He was educated under the
supervision of heavenly angels. He
worked at the carpenter's trade-Hc who
was the Prince of life, the Saviour of all
that would believe in Him.

When Christ came to our world. in
Him wcrc combined divinity and human-
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Ellen G. White

Review andHerald Arlicles
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;" :

IfGod's people ever needed the reproofs, exhortation, encouragement, and doctrinal clarifications of
the Ellen G. White articles in the Review and Herald, it is in these closing days of earth's history.
The nearly nineteen thousand Review andHerald articles written especially for the remnant people
are now available in a convenient, economical, and easily read format.

This" Devotional Volume Set" comes in three volumes and contains all of the
E. G. White materials found in the well-known, six-volume set. This new
printing also contains several communications left out of the larger set, as well
as several reports and commemorative sermons by the pioneers relating to the
final illness, death, and funeral service of Sister White that were not included
in the CD-ROM version.

The special paperback binding, which is laminated and is intended for
frequent use, lays open for easy reading without cracking or separating the
pages. Each 8.5 by ll-inch volume is 856 pages-a total of over 2500 pages.

It is the intent of the publishers to encourage God's people r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --,
to recapture and retain the inspired messages and vision I I

originally directed to our forebears through the pages of the : V"U April 15, 1915 I'•. '!ll :

official Seventh-day Adventist Church paper-the Review I AMessage for Our Young I
and Herald. Plan ahead now; this set would make excellent People I

holiday gifts. : :
V1'T'HERE <1ft: hooks th<tl 'In;l of vital im-

Purchase the entire three-volume set for only U.S. $120. : \.!J..po!1"nce that are not looked "t hy our :
young people. They are neglt:;cltx.I because

See page 3 for shipping and sales tax information. I they are not so interesting to them "s some I
I lighter reading. I
I Wt:- should adviSe the young to t'ike hold I
I of such matter as it- I
I sdf for the upbuilding of Chri,..:;tian chHmc- I
t tee. The most essential of our faith I
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